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ALL-AMERICAN CENTER Paul Tabor battles for the Sooners against 
Missouri. 


1979 Scores and Attendance 


sept.15 Oklahoma 21, lowa 6 at Norman 71,187 (sellout) 
Sept. 22 Oklahoma 49, Tulsa 13 alt Norman 71,187 (sellout) 
Sept. 29 Oklahoma 63, Rice 21 at Houston 48.000 

Oct. 6 Oklahoma 49, Colorado 24 at Norman 71,187 (sellout) 
Oct. 13 Texas 16, Oklahoma 7 at Dallas 72,032 (sellout) 
Oct. 20 Oklahoma 38. Kansas State 6 at Manhattan 31,480 

Oct. 27 Oklahoma 38, lowa State 9 at Norman 71,187 (sellout) 
Nov. 3 Oklahoma 38, Oklahoma State 7 at Stillwater 51.000 (sellout) 
Nov. 10 Oklahoma 38, Kansas 0 al Norman 71,187 (sellout) 
Nov. 17 Oklahoma 24, Missouri 22 at Columbia 71,291 

Nov. 24 Oklahoma 17, Nebraska 14 at Norman 71,187 (sellout) 


Our thanks to Gil Jain, Chns Ruggiers and Dave Smeal of OU News, 
Electronic and Photo Services. Rick Henn and Ron Kirkwood of Kirkwood 
Slide Services Inc., and Steve Sisney of The Norman Transcript for their 
photo contributions in this publication. 

A special thanks to Rich Clarkson who shot the cover, 

The Orange Bowl football brochure was written and edited by Mike 
Treps. Addie Lee Barker, Travis Lawrence and Jan Burton of the Sports In- 
formation Office and printed by the Transcript Press with invaluable help 
from Ron Minnix. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION 


Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl 


President—Dr. William S. Banowsky 
Athletic Director—Wade Walker 
Colors—Crimson and Cream 
Band—The Pride of Oklahoma, Gene P. Thrailkill, Director 
Conference—Big Eight 
Enrollment—2 1,000 
Nickname—Sooners 
Administrative Staff— 
Dan Gibbens—Big Eight Conference Faculty Representative 
Ken Farris—Associate Athletic Director and Business Manager 
Robert Smith—<Assistant Athletic Director 
Don Jimerson—Assistant Athletic Director 
Leon Cross—<Assistant Athletic Director 
Port Robertson—<Assistant Athletic Director 
John Cherry—Athletic Ticket Manager 
Dan Pickett—Head Trainer 
Mike Treps—Sports Information Director 


Oklahoma at the Orange Bowl 


Notice—Interviews with players and coaches should be conducted at 
practice, either before or after. We've found that with the busy schedule 
coaches and players live by at the Orange Bowl, it is difficult to locate 
them during their leisure hours. Barry Switzer keeps his practices open 
to the press. 

Team Headquarters—Intercontinental Miami, 801 5. Bayshore 
Drive, Miami, Fla. 31333 (305 377-1966) 

Practice Site—At the University of Miami in Coral Gables. OU will 
practice in the afternoons with the exact times to be announced later. 
The Sooners will meet the media at 2:30 p.m, Wednesday, Dec 26, at the 
Orange Bowl. 

Oklahoma's Travel Itinerary—The Sooners will leave at 2:00 
p-m. (CST) from Oklahoma City's Will Rogers Airport and arrive at 
Miami International at approximately 6:00 p.m. (EST) Christmas Day, 

Oklahoma's Captains—20 Billy Sims, 73 Paul Tabor, 3 Darrol 
Ray, 28 George Cumby and 31 Sherwood Taylor. 

OU's Orange Bow! Record—7-3. Oklahoma has appeared in more 
Orange Bowl games than any other school in the nation, and has won 
more Orange Bow! games than anyone else, 

First Appearance—1939. They lost to Tennessee, 17-0. 

Last one—A 31-24 conquest of Nebraska last New Year's Night. 

Barry Switzer in Bow] Games—He is 3-1. His 1975 team defeated 
Michigan in the 1976 Orange Bowl, 14-6. He defeated Wyoming, 41-7. in 
the 1976 Fiesta Bowl, lost to Arkansas, 31-6, in the 1978 Orange Bow! 
and beat Nebraska last year in the Orange, 

Dress—Oklahoma is the home team and will wear red jerseys, white 
pants and red helmets. 

OU vs Florida State — They are 1-1. Florida State won the first 
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meeting between the two schools in the 1965 Gator Bowl game, 36-19. 
OU evened it up with a 24-9 win during the regular 1976 season at 
Norman. Eight members of the current Sooner squad played in the 1976 
game. Billy Sims carried the ball three times for 44 yards but was in- 
jured, leading to a hardship ruling and subsequently his eligibility for 
the 1979 season. Also compiling statistics that day were George Cumby 
who carried twice for 27 yards from a fullback spot: Woodie Shepard, 
who gained nine yards on two tries; Freddie Nixon, returning one punt 
for 31 yards and one kickoff for 14 yards; Mike Babb, who was credited 
with one tackle and Bud Hebert, who was in on two stops. Also playing 
were Jay McKim and Barry Joyner. 

Switzer vs. Florida State — He is 1-0. 

Kickoff—7:00 p.m, (CST) but not until Rose Bowl is over. 

National Polls—OU is ranked fifth in both the AP and UPI rank- 
ings. 

Nationally—Oklahoma is ranked second in rushing (351,6) and sec- 
ond in scoring (34.7). They are 10th in total offense (428.4), 

In the Big Eight—OU was tops in rushing, scoring, punting, punt 
returns and kickoff returns, They ranked second in total offense, rushing 
defense, scoring defense and total defense. 


OU Bowl Records 


Year Howl Scores 


6939 Orange Tennessee defeated Oklahoma. 17-) at Miami. Fla 

4 Cater Oklahoma defeated North Carolina State. 44-15 at dick 
aanweille, Flas 

1949 Sugar Oklahoma defeated North Carolina. 14-6 at New Ob 
leans, La 


19/0) Sugar Oklahoma defeated Louriuina State. Titi at New Or 
leans, ba 
1951) Sugar Rentucky defeated (klahoma, [4-7 at New thrleans. La 


1654 (ange Oklahoma defeated Marviand, 74) at Miarn. Fle 
1956 Orange Oklahoma defeated Marviand, 4)6 at Mian Fla 
19545 Orange Oklahoma defeated Duke. 45-21 at Miami. Fi 
1959 Orange Oklahoma defeated Svracuse, 21-6 at Miami. Fla 
1968 Orange Alabama defeated Oklahoma. 17-0 at Miami, Fla 
1965 Ciator Florida State defeated Oklahoma. 36-19 at Jacksonville 
Fla 
1968 Grange Oklahoma defeated Tennessee, 26-24 at Miami. Fla 
[968 AstreHiuchonnet Southern Methedist deteated Oklahoma. 2S 27 at 
Houston. Tes 
L970) Astro Bluebonnet Oklahoma tied Alabama. 24-24 at Houston, Tes 
"1872 Sugar Oklahoma defeated Auburn, 40-22, at New Orleans, Law 
“197! Sugar Oklvhoma defeated Penn State, }4-), at New Orbeats, bu 
#1976 Orange Ukiahoma defeated Michigan, 14-6, at Miami, Fla 
2e1076 Fiesta Oklahoma defeated Wyoming. 41-7 at Tempe. Aris 
1077 Orange Arkansas defeated Oklahoma, 41-6. at Miami. Fla 
19979 Orange Oklahoma defeated Nebraska. '1)-24. at Miami. Fla 
“Jan 1, 1972 Jan 1, 1976 
"Pec AL 1472 elles 25. 1976 
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OKLAHOMA 21, IOWA 6 
Sept. 15, 1979 
(at Norman, attendance 71,187) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 0 FTF O I4—21 


lowa—Mosely 10 pass from Suess (kick failed), 2:30 1Q 
Okla,—Sims | run (Hoge kick!, 3:17 2Q 

Okla.—Sims 3 run (Hoge kick), 15:08 4Q 
Okla.—Watts 1 run (Hoge kick}, 3:36 4Q 


Oklahoma spotted lowa a 6-0 lead before coming back to win an 
error-plagued opener, 21-6. 

The Sooners blew two early scoring opportunities, driving to the 
Hawkeye 24 and 11-yard lines only to lose possession on a missed field 
goal and a fumble. After recovering the fumble, lowa rolled 75 yards in 
10 plays to take a 6-0 lead. QB Phil Suess passed 10 yards to running 
back Dennis Mosely for the payoff. 

Finally getting untracked midway through the second quarter, OU 
cruised 80 yards in 10 plays to their first score of the afternoon. QB J, C. 
Watts led the surge with consecutive 13-yard passes to Freddie Nixon 
and Forrest Valora. After Watts had to leave the game momentarily be- 
cause of injury, backup quarterback Kelly Phelps’ 27-yard toss to Valora 
and 16-yard keeper gave the Sooners a first and goal at the Hawkeve 2. 
Billy Sims high-dived from the 1 and John Hoge converted to give the 
Big Red the lead for good, 

Oklahoma put lowa away permanently with two fourth-quarter 
touchdowns. A 25-yard punt return by Nixon set the stage for a 50-yard 
sortie which culminated in a 3-yard burst by Sims for the TD. The final 
six-pointer came late in the game and was scored by Watts on a l-yard 
run, 

Sims was the Sooner's leading rusher with 106 yards. Valora with 
five catches for 95 yards and linebacker George Cumby with 14 tackles 
and three sacks were nominated for offensive and defensive player of the 
week in the Big Eight. 
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OKLAHOMA 49, TULSA 13 
; Sept. 22, 1979 
(at Norman, attendance 71,187) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 21 7 OQ 21—49 
TULSA 0 3 10 0—13 


Okla.— Watts 26 run (Hoge kick), 8:15 1Q 
Okla.—Sims 25 run (Hoge kick), 5:41 1Q 
Okla.—Wilson 12 run (Hoge kick), 1:35 1Q 
Tulsa—Crum 32 field goal, 10:13 2Q 
Okla.—McKim 3 run (Hoge kick), 3:39 2Q 
Okla.—McKim 3 run (Hoge kick), 3:39 2Q 
Tulsa—Blankenship 1 run (Crum kick), 9:32 3Q 
Tulsa—Crum 31 field goal, 3:53 3Q 
Okla.—Sims 2 run (Hoge kick), 8:45 4Q 
Oklia.—Phelps 4 run (Hoge kick), 3:18 4Q 
Okla.—Ledbetter 1 run (Hoge kick), 0:00 


Victory number two of the 1979 season was largely a result of pro- 
ductive first and fourth quarters as the Sooners buried Tulsa, 49-13. 

In playing their cross-state rivals for the first time since 1943, OU 
rolled to three touchdowns in the first period and added three more in 
the final stanza to smother any upset ideas the Golden Hurricane may 
have had. 

The Sooners scored the second time they had possession when J. C. 
Watts capped a 60-yard drive in six plays with a 26-yard keeper. Touch- 
down number two came just two minutes later as Billy Sims spurted 25 
yards on the first play after Keith Gary recovered a Tulsa fumble on the 
visitor's 25-yard line. OU got one more six-pointer in the opening period, 
crunching 45 yards in only three tries with freshman fullback Stanley 
Wilson slicing up the middle from the 12 to score. 

After a Tulsa field goal, OU got rolling again with a second period 
land rush covering 69 yards and ending with reserve halfback Jay 
McKim circling the right side into the end zone from 3 yards away. 

Tulsa made its move in the third period, scoring a touchdown and 
field goal to narrow the margin to 28-13. At this point OU coach Barry 
Switzer rushed Sims back into the game. He had been held out with a 
bone bruise on his heel and wasn’t expected to see any second half ac- 
tion. With Sims in the lineup, the Sooners rolled to the TU 1 where Sims 
was stopped on a fourth down try. However, Tulsa fumbled the ball back 
to the Sooners on the next play. Sims immediately scored, and the rout 
was on. Kelly Phelps and freshman fullback Weldon Ledbetter also 
scored touchdowns to post the final margin. 
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OKLAHOMA 63, RICE 21 
Sept. 29, 1979 
(at Houston, attendance 48,000) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 21 21 14 T—é63 
RICE 0 oO O 21—21 


Okla.—Sims 8 run (kick failed), 13:11 1Q 
Okla.—Sims 3 run (Watts run), 7:45 1Q 
Okla.—Sims 4 run (Hoge kick), 2:11 1Q 
Okla.—Watts 4 run (Hoge kick), 6:03 2Q 
Okla.—Watts 1 run (Hoge kick), 5:54 2Q 
Okla.—Phelps 14 run (Hoge kick), 0:18 2Q 
Okla.—MeKim 5 run (Hoge kick), 13:06 3Q 
Okla.—Winters 1 run (Hoge kick), 9:11 3Q 
Rice—Hertel 1 run (Hansen kick), 12:19 4Q 
Okla.—Lewis 60 pass interception ( Hoge kick), 10:02 4Q 
Rice—Cooper 70 run (Hansen kick), 9:43 4Q 
Rice—Sanders 26 run (Hansen kick), 4:42 4Q 


Oklahoma ran its record to 3-0 with a crushing 63-21 victory over 
the Rice Owls in Houston. 

Billy Sims went over the 100-yard rushing mark again, totaling 103 
yards on 12 carries. He also scored three touchdowns before retiring for 
the night shortly before halftime. 

OU scored almost at will, pouring across six first-half touchdowns 
and playing almost the entire traveling squad before the end of the third 
period. 

The first three times they had the ball, the Sooners drove 27, 60 and 
52 yards for touchowns, all scored by Sims. Three more second period 
touchdowns erased any doubt of the final outcome of the game for the 
48,000 watching under the lights at Rice Stadium. 

The big play for the Sooners in the second half came when OU nose 
guard Johnnie Lewis intercepted a Randy Hertel pass and raced 60 yards 
to pay dirt. 


OKLAHOMA 49, COLORADO 24 


Oct. 6, 1979 
(at Norman, attendance 71,187) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 
COLORADO 


28 7 =T—49 
0 3 14—24 


Okla.—Sims 1 run (Keeling kick), 7:16 1Q 
Colo.—Pugh 6 pass from Solomon (Field kick), 0:51 1Q 
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Okla.—Watts 11 run (Keeling kick), 12:42 2Q 
Okla.—Sims 1 run (Keeling kick), 9:40 2Q 
Okla.—Overstreet 1 run (Keeling kick), 6:41 2Q 
Okla.—Sims 6 run (Keeling kick), 1:29 2Q 
Colo.—Field 40 field goal, 6:26 3Q 

Okla.Sims 1 run (Keeling kick), 5:51 3Q 
Colo.— Davis 11 run (Field kick), 13:40 4Q 
Okla.—Winters 28 run (Keeling kicki, 9:13 4Q 
Colo.—Green 1 run (Field kick), 2:00 4Q 


Oklahoma opened its Big Eight Conference campaign by spoiling the 
return to the scene of former glory for Colorado's new head coach, Chuck 
Fairbanks, 49-24. 

The Sooners had their best performance of the season both offen- 
sively and defensively. They scored the first four times they had the ball, 
and led at halftime, 35-7. Reserves played most of the second half. 

Billy Sims rushed for 118 yards and scored four touchdowns as OU 
upped its record to 4-0. The first time they had possession, Coach Barry 
Switzer's charges moved 98 yards in 10 plays to get the scoring under 
way. 

After Colorado retaliated with an 80-yard drive to tie the score, the 
Sooners posted four second-period markers to erase any doubt as to the 
outcome. Touchdowns were scored by J. C. Watts, Sims, David Over- 
street and Sims again. Amazingly enough, OU never went to a third 
down in scoring all four times. 

After the Big Red moved 41 yards in three tries midway through the 
third period to add touchdown number six of the day, the starters retired 
for the afternoon. Second and third unit performers notched the final 
marker, freshman Chet Winters snaking 25 yards to cap an 86-yard blitz 
in 11 plays. Freshman Michael Keeling, subbing for the injured John 
Hoge, went seven for seven in the extra point department. 


TEXAS 16, OKLAHOMA 7 
Oct. 13, 1979 
(at Dallas, attendance 72,032) 


Scoring by Quarters 
TEXAS 4 Ff 0 6—16 
OKLAHOMA 7 O O O— F 


Texas—Goodson 37 field goal, 4:59 1Q 
Okla.— Wilson 11 pass from Watts (Hoge kick), 2:16 1Q 
Texas—Hall 2 pass from Little (Goodson kick), 2:02 2Q 
Texas—Goodson 23 field goal, 6:45 4Q 
Texas—Goodson 38 field goal, 3:33 4Q 


A strangling Texas defense plus a surprisingly potent offense added 


up to the only loss of the year for Oklahoma, 16-7, before the usual sell- 
out crowd in the Cotton Bow! in Dallas. 
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The Sooners suffered from a poor kicking game and an inability to 
move the ball consistently on offense. The result was continually poor 
field position and far too much time on the field for the defense. 

The Longhorns wasted little time in showing the multitude they 
were ready to play as on their second possession they marched 54 yards 
in 14 plays, all on the ground, to the OU 20 where, after they stalled, 
barefooted walk-on kicker John Goodson booted a 37-yard field goal to 
give the Horns a 3-0 lead. 

A king-sized break gave the Sooners a chance to retaliate. Texas 
safety Johnnie Johnson fumbled a Keeling punt with OU recovering on 
the Steers’ 16. Two plays reached the 11 where J. C. Watts lofted a pass 
on third down to Stanley Wilson who made a diving catch in the end 
zone. 

It was the Longhorn's turn for the break toward the end of the sec- 
ond period when Derrick Hatchett intercepted a Watts pass and returned 
it to the Sooners’ 5-yard line, Texas, too, went to the pass on third down 
for the score, a 2-yarder from Donnie Little to tight end Steve Hall. 
Goodson’s conversion gave Texas the lead for good. 

Oklahoma wasted a big opportunity in the third period when Stan- 
ley Wilson broke for a 47-yard gain to the Texas 28. On fourth down 
from the 20, OU went for what would have been the tying field goal, but 
John Hoge hooked it wide to the left. 

The Texas defense and two more field goals by Goodson in the fourth 
quarter sealed the loss. OU’s George Cumby was named Defensive 
Player of the Game by ABC-TY, Billy Sims was held below 100 yards 
rushing for the first time in 14 straight games. 


OKLAHOMA 38, KANSAS STATE 6 
Oct. 20, 1979 
(at Manhattan, attendance 31,480) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 3 0 14 21—38 
KANSAS STATE 0 € 0 O86 


Okla.—Keeling 38 field goal, 10:37 1Q 
KSU—Black 1 run (kick failed), 9:45 2Q 
Okla.— Watts 1 run (Keeling kick), 10:32 3Q 
Okla.—Watts 18 run (Keeling kick), 5:05 3Q 
Okla.—Sims 5 run (Keeling kick), 13:49 4Q 
Okla.—Phelps 14 run (Keeling kick), 11:20 4Q 
Okla.—Phelps 36 run (Keeling kick), 1:34 4Q 


Displaying a Texas hangover for the first 30 minutes, the Sooners 
sobered up but good in the second half and buried Kansas State, 38-6. 

Trailing 6-3 at intermission, OU scored 35 second-half points, had 20 
first downs, and manufactured over 400 vards in total offense while hold- 
ing the host Wildcats to just three first downs and 45 yards total offense. 

The Sooners scored the first four times they had possession in the 
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second half, driving 80, 77. 80 and 51 vards to take command of the 
game. J. C. Watts and Kelly Phelps each had two touchdowns and over 
100 yards rushing from their quarterback posts while freshman fullback 
Stanley Wilson, making his first start of the season, chipped in with 75 
yards on the ground including a 49-yard dash, the longest of the season 
for any Sooner back to this point. Billy Sims, hampered by extremely 
sore ribs, was held to 67 vards, but scored one touchdown. 

OU had taken a 3-0 lead in the first period on the strength of 
Michael Keeling’s 38-yard field goal, the first of the season for OU. 
K-State, however, countered that with an 80-yard drive of its own in the 
second period to take a three-point lead to the locker room. 

The victory kept the Sooners tied with Nebraska for first place in 
the Big Eight, each having 2-0 records. 


OKLAHOMA 38, IOWA STATE 9 
Oct. 27, 1979 
(at Norman, attendance 71,187) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 7 10 14 7—3S 
IOWA STATE ovo 0 0 S89 


Okla.—Sims 4 run (Keeling kick), 6:23 1Q 

Okla.—Sims 4 run (Keeling kick), 6:45 2Q 

Okla.—Keeling 24 field goal, 1:11 2Q 

Okla.—Sims 12 run (Keeling kick), 11:51 3Q 
Okla.—Grayson 31 pass from Watts (Keeling kick), 2:56 3Q 
Okla.—Sims 7 run (Keeling kick), 12:15 4Q 

[ISU—Roach 14 run (kick blocked), 3:07 4Q 

ISU—Giffords 58 field goal, 0:00 4Q 


Billy Sims had his best day of the season with 202 yards rushing, 
four touchdowns, and one 42-vard pass reception as Oklahoma leveled 
lowa State, 38-9, 

The Sooners rolled up 493 yards rushing and totaled 566 overall 
yards in spoiling the homecoming of Donnie Duncan who had been assis- 
tant head coach at OU a year earlier. 

The Cyclones kept the pressure on the Sooners, making them start 
from their own 8, 11, 6 and 26 vard lines in the first half. However, Ok- 
lahoma responded by scoring on three of those possessions with length- 
of-the-field drives. Sims got touchdown runs of 4 vards on both of the 
first two marches, and Michael Keeling booted a 24-yard field goal to cap 
the fourth try as the Sooners took a 17-0 lead to the locker room with 
them, 

OU left no doubt as to the outcome with a brilliant 76-yard journey 
in just five plays the first time they had the ball in the third quarter. 
The Sooners went to a second down only once as Sims picked up his third 
counter of the day, a 12-varder. 
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Watts passed 31 yards to Bobby Grayson and Sims ran 7 yards for 
the closing second half touchdowns. 

lowa State got both of its scores after recovering OU fumbles late in 
the game, The final points were via the field goal route, a school record 
58-yarder by freshman Alex Giffords on the final play of the game. 


OKLAHOMA 38, OKLAHOMA STATE 7 
Nov. 3, 1979 
(at Stillwater, attendance 51,000) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 24 7 T OQ—38 
OKLAHOMA STATE o 0 80 F—7 


Okla.—Sims 4 run (Keeling kick), 11:00 1Q 
Okla.—Overstreet 72 pass from Watts (Keeling kick), 6:40 1Q 
Okla.—Sims 1 run (Keeling kick), 4:57 1Q 

Okla.—Keeling 39 field goal, 1:04 1Q 

Okla.—Sims 1 run (Keeling kick), 7:44 2Q 

Okla.—Sims 11 run (Keeling kick), 0:00 3Q 
OSU—Suellentrop 2 run (Ankersen kick), 6:59 4Q 


Oklahoma scored the first four times it had the ball and then cruised 
through the remaining three quarters of a 35-7 conquest of cross-state 
rival Oklahoma State. 

The Sooners used the pass with devastating effect on their first two 
possessions to take command of a game that promised to be a lot closer 
than it turned out to be, The first time OU had the ball they faced a 
third and 10 situation from their own 41-yard line when J. C. Watts 
threw a perfect strike to tight end Forrest Valora for a 49-yard gain. 
Fullback Weldon Ledbetter, making his first start of the season in place 
of the injured Stanley Wilson. gained 6 and Billy Sims picked up the 
first of his four touchdowns with a 4-yard burst. 

On its next possession OU covered 72 yards in one play, a pass from 
Watts to halfback David Overstreet. 

The Sooners used an interception by Darrol Ray and three runs by 
Ledbetter to get touchdown number three. Sims scored from the 1. 

Michael Keeling kicked a 39-yard field goal to close out the first 
period. 

Play became extremely sloppy for the Sooners over the final three 
periods with penalties and fumbles blunting offensive efforts. OU scored 
once in the second period on a 1l-vard burst by Sims and once more in the 
third. again by Sims, this time from the 11. 

OSU's only touchdown of the afternoon came late in the fourth quar- 
ter with an interference call setting them up at the OU 2. Terry Suellen- 
trop got the score from there in one play. 

Defensively, the Sooners performed well with five interceptions. 
Each member of the defensive unit was awarded a game ball by Coach 
Switzer. 
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OKLAHOMA 38, KANSAS 0 
Nov. 10, 1979 
(At Norman, Attendance 71,187) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 4 7 7 21—38 
KANSAS 0 0 0 QO 


Okla.—Keeling 30 field goal 9:52 1Q 

Okla.—Watts 4 run (Keeling kick) 4:29 2Q 

Okla.—Sims 1 run (Keeling kick) 2:20 3Q 
Okla.—Goodman 56 fumble return (Keeling kick) 9:54 4Q 
Okla.—Phelps 1 run (Keeling kick) 5:32 4Q 

Okla.—D. Shepard 60 run (Keeling kick) 1:47 4Q 


Oklahoma started sluggishly but finished fast to bury Kansas, 38-0, 
before a Homecoming crowd in Norman. It was the first shutout since a 
37-0 triumph over Missouri in 1974. 

The Sooners had their best day of the season defensively, allowing 
the Jayhawks only 37 yards on the ground while keeping them from 
crossing midfield until the fourth quarter. 

A first-period field goal of 30 vards by Michael Keeling and a four- 
yard run by J. C. Watts gave OU a 10-0 halftime lead. OU still had not 
broken the game open going into the fourth quarter, but a three- 
touchdown splurge in a seven-minute span did the job. Billy Sims’ one- 
yarder in the third period had widened the lead to 17-0 when the final 
chapter began. A 56-yard return of a fumble by defensive tackle John 
Goodman started the fireworks and was followed in rapid order by a 
one-yard Kelly Phelps run and a spectacular 60-yard dash by QB Darrell 
Shepard on his first carry as a Sooner. 

Billy Sims led the rushers with 128 yards and John Goodman was 
awarded a game ball and nominated as OU's defensive player of the 
week for his play. 


OKLAHOMA 24, MISSOURI 22 
Nov. 17, 1979 
(At Columbia, Attendance 71,291) 


Scoring by Quarters 
OKLAHOMA 


0 14 dg—24 
MISSOURI : 


6 7 6—82 


io =] 


Mo.—Verrilli 39 field goal 10:37 1Q 

Okla —Overstreet 2 run (Keeling kick) 2:56 1Q 
\Mio.—Eflis 1 run (kick failed) 12:46 2Q 
Okla.—Sims 70 run (Keeling kick! 14:13 3Q 
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Okla.—Watts 5 run (Keeling kick) 4:38 3Q 
Mo.—Ellis 9 run (Verrilli kick) 2:04 3Q 
Okla.—RKeeling 33 field goal 10:20 4Q 
Mo.—Bradley 68 run (pass failed) 9:01 4Q 


With Billy Sims rushing for a career high 282 yards, the Oklahoma 
Sooners defeated Missouri, 24-22, to stay unbeaten in the Big Eight race, 
setting up a showdown with Nebraska for the conference championship 
and subsequent trip to the Orange Bowl. 

The Sooners needed every one of Sims’ yards to offset a furious Tiger 
passing attack that netted 222 yards, the most against the Sooners all 
year. But it was an incomplete throw on a two-point conversion try that 
gave OU its victory. Missouri had closed to within the final margin with 
9:01 left in the fourth quarter after QB Phil Bradley had raced 68 yards 
for the Tiger's third touchdown of the afternoon. Going for two points 
and a tie, Bradley couldn't find an open receiver and his desperation lob 
into the end zone was batted away. 

Mizzou had taken a three-point lead on a field goal, but the Sooners 
answered that with an 80-yard drive on their first possession of the 
game. David Overstreet swept left end for the score. Missouri regained 
the lead immediately with Bradley hitting four passes in a row, moving 
the Tigers 80 yards on 11 plays, However, the point after was missed 
and Missouri took a 9-7 lead into the locker room at halftime. 

OU came out for the second half smoking and scored the first two 
times it had the ball. Sims raced 70 yards for the first six-pointer, and J. 
C. Watts kept for five and the second TD of the period, After Missouri 
had closed to within five, 21-16, Michael Keeling hit a 33-yard field goal 
early in the 4th quarter to up the margin to eight. 

It was at this point Missouri scored again to pull within two, setting 
up the ill-fated two-point conversion try. The Tigers. however, had one 
last gasp, driving to the Sooner 20 where a fourth-down field-goal at- 
tempt failed and OU ran out the clock for its hard-earned win. 

Sims was named Sports Illustrated and Big Eight Back of the Week. 
His 282 vards were also the most ever gained against Missouri. 

It was announced after the game that the loser of the OU-Nebraska 
game would go to the Cotton Bowl on New Year's Day. 


OKLAHOMA 17, NEBRASKA 14 
Nov. 24, 1979 
(At Norman, Attendance 71,187) 


Scoring by Quarters 


OKLAHOMA oO 3 FF FTI17 
NEBRASKA 0 TF OO T—14 


Okla.—Keeling 31 field goal 11:33 2Q | 
Nebraska—Redwine 11 pass from Quinn (Sukup kick) 7:46 2Q 
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Okla.—Valora 58 pass from Watts (Keeling kick) 10:35 3Q 
Okla.— Watts 3 run (Keeling kick) 7:55 4Q 
Nebraska—Schleusener 15 run with fumble (Sukup kick) 4:43 4Q 


Oklahoma won its eighth consecutive Big Eight Conference cham- 
pionship and earned the right to play Florida State in the Orange Bow! 
with a 17-14 win over Nebraska. 

Nebraska came into the game leading the nation in rushing defense, 
but the Sooners shredded the vaunted Huskers for 352 yards on the 
ground and a total offensive production of 482 yards. 

Billy Sims ran for 247 yards on 28 carries, giving him 529 yards in 
his last two games. His 68-yard scamper in the first period, partially 
wiped out by a clipping call, set the tone for the Sooner offense all after- 
noon, and his 71-yard effort in the fourth period paved the way for what 
proved to be the winning touchdown. 

The Sooners scored first on a second-quarter field goal by Michael 
Keeling. Nebraska came back with an 11l-yard pass from Jeff Quinn to 
Jarvis Redwine to take a 7-3 halftime lead. 

A 58-yard pass from J. C. Watts to Forrest Valora midway through 
the third period gave the Sooners the lead for good, but it wasn’t until 
the halfway mark of the fourth stanza that OU got the winning marker. 
After Sims’ 71-yard run, the Sooners faced a fourth-down dilemma from 
the Husker three. The decision was made to go for the six-pointer and 
Watts made the decision stand up as he kept left and scored. 

Nebraska narrowed the margin to three again on a trick play. Quinn 
only touched the snap from center, whereupon the ball was placed at the 
feet of guard Randy Schleusener who picked it up and ran it in from the 
Sooners’ 15. 

The Huskers had two more opportunities, but a Mike Babb intercep- 
tion killed one of them and the OU defense held on downs on the second 
try. 

Barry Switzer said after the game it was the greatest victory with 
which he had been associated since he had been head coach. His personal 
record against Nebraska rose to 7-1. 


Final 1979 Conference Finish 


W L T Pct. Pts. Opp. 
Oklahoma 7 0 0 1.000 242 82 
Nebraska 6 1 0 £857 208 62 
Oklahoma State 5 2 0 .714 127 149 
Missouri 3 4 0 .429 144 103 
Iowa State 2 5 0 .285 69 140 
Colorado 2 5 0 .285 123 168 
Kansas 2 5 0 285 101 231 
Kansas State 1 6 0 .142 89 168 


12 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 


"79 Oklahoma Stats 





1979 FINAL OKLAHOMA FOOTBALL 
STATISTICS (10-1-0) 


TEAM 
Okla. Opp. 
223 Firstdowns...... Re eet eT eT Wane RSET Ee Tne 177 
183 =“ First downs, rushing ............ NN a aa dasa tac rsadeneinense sos 93 
33: “FrsbOows, DOSS: cicissccseanasanlendecensaeetawnalenes 68 
7 ~=First downs, penalty ................5. meee MER CE Te 16 
os; REESE PUI: c,h ee pk Cee Ie AV cane mcaanmmemamenn’ 555 
SFE VATS IOSE PUBMIAGY siacacassasecawiniical in nu iadelas eisele Saracen aN 
3869 MRushing, net yards .............. Mee Corre Te ee A 
4) FONVAIG DABSES COMPIEIOS fais c4is.c esis cieneinetsee eee teres 123 
69 Forward passes attempted 2... .cusccecesnce eevee ele vee 9 
46.1 Pass completion percentage «..........0.00.seesceewewuens 49.4 
MM es to Ta res woes 1418 
4 Touchdown passes .............  itaniginerRaataaeE Ned sa Rel a eR 4 
TS nfercepdons OV: cs sess see cess eile Be ea 7 
SOT | ARGS TELUTIIOG. WUTGT COTES: aie: wo sac se yp eecacey = seo 84 
4698 Total yards, rushing & passing....,.. Re ee ee eT 3125 
41 Fonts; number iiss eas slave ete ema Nae ecieaee 
WSOP VES DUG oo: 9 ice die se ae ew eae ee ee enon en eepee ce acne eae 
39.9 Punting average .......-........ ee eT re ee 40.2 
23 Punts returned, number ....................---. ese ie 18 
321 Yards returned, punts ..........6000000 ence ee cceetawenneuees 40 
16 = Kickoffs returned, number ........... ose eS Raa OMNES 46 
346 Yards returned: KichOHS oc.4 cs ceic sais sieved Ake weal tae dO eels 770 
OO: PRES ROG OY) ac iarerei iasaceecniece eines eacise eaten caiman 1 
SG PUMDISS IGS oi aicdinacmanasineanc NR pane eR eae 14 
BS «= |- FRIADIAS OLB uri rire a ean ee akaady eerie er ers 35 
BO «= Ties DeralhZGd uo occ cece eee eee ace eee een pe nee ed 45 
oie ERPS NE ia sass sei ascavarariarin de evar w a wor aomeacR Reece Wee te .. 428 
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INDIVIDUAL 


RUSHING 
yds. net long 
att. yds. lost yds. avg. gain 

Billy Sims. 2.2.0.2... 224 1550 44 1506 6.7 71 NU 
Stanley Wilson ........ 76 492 1 491 6.5 49 KSU 
d. G. WattS ..issea ee 123 626 171 455 3.7 29 MU 
Kelly Phelps .......... 46 403 45 358 7.8 55 ISU 
David Overstreet ......56 286 9 277 4.9 21 ISU 
Barry Joyner .......... 36 214 2 212 5.9 21 CU 
Weldon Ledbetter .....37 194 5 189 5.1 43 OSU 
Chet Winters .......... 16 124 1 123 ear 28 CU 
Herbert Young ........ 12 74 0 74 6.7 15 Tulsa 
Darrell Shepard ........ 1 60 0 60 60.0 60 KU 
Royce Coleman ....... 11 57 0 57 5.2 30 CU 
Jay McKim... usec cess 5 20 0 20 4.0 6 Rice 
Freddie Nixon .......... 2 30 0 30 15.0 15 twice 
Steve McKeaver........ 3 6 0 6 2.0) 3 CU 
Johnny Fontenette ...... 1 5 0 5 5.0 5 1Su 
Woodie Shepard ....... 1 2 0 2 2.0 2 ISU 
Daryl Goodlow ......... 1 1 0 1 1.0 1 OSU 

SCORING 

TD FG 2-PAT PAT pts. 

Billy SIME... aa.enrecscoece:s conned 22 — — _ 132 
S55) WETS sais eocecmnaes 10 — 1-1 — 62 
Michael Keeling ...............5 _— 6-8 — 32-32 50 
PUD RGIS: esis due ov 0,p0 een 5 — — — 30 
JON HOGS « iicccccassae ees — 0-3 — 18-19 18 
David Overstreet ........000..05, 3 — — - 18 
UA WIRED... «= on emrecersienun miminin arin 2 _ — — 12 
Stanley WISON .. ...e- ee eee ees ae = — a 12 
Chet Wills ccs ks an eee 2 — — = 12 
Weldon Ledbetter................ 1 = — — 6 
JOhNNIe LEWIS « ». ssccces eaeweecee esl — — 6 
BOOnY Grayson sscesesawzissel — — = 6 
Darrell Shepard ...........-.... 1 = = _ 6 
John Goodman .........-.. eters: 1 — —- = 6 
Forrest Valofa ...¢20..0..04 so sa8s 1 — — _ 6 

PASSING 

had 

att. comp. inte. yds. pet. TD 
LE NTE oe evn inp minnie 81 39 5 785 48.1 4 
Kelly Phelps .......... nies 8 2 1 59 = 25.0 0 
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PASS RECEIVING 


caught yds. avg. TD long gain 
Freddie Nixon............... 13 257 19.8 0 50 NU 
Forrest Valora................ 9 234 26.0 1 58 NU 
Bobby Grayson...........065. 5 86 17.2 1 31 ISU 
Stanley Wilson ............4.. | 41 10.3 1 15 KSU 
Steve Rhodes .............05. 3 60 20.0 0 22 lowa 
David Overstreet ........... 2 82 41.0 1 72 OSU 
Bud HEME ass scenes ews es 2 11 5.5 0 11 lowa 
ERG SING cis a's) baw a ebelae 1 42 42.0 0 42 KSU 
Mike Weddington ............. 1 18 18.0 0 18 OSU 
Barry Joyner io... ccs cece aaees 1 13 13.0 0 13 CU 
PASS INTERCEPTIONS 

no. yds. TD tong return 
Darrel FAY weg eens 4 101 0 631 twice 
George Cumby .. 0... 0cc ceca ae 2 Ad 0 37 OSU 
Barry Burget ......... ieee wes 2 21 0 18 OSU 
Ken SitON . 04.600: er 0 0 0 twice 
Johnnie Lewis .......0 0.00008. 1 60 1 60 Rice 
*John Goodman.............. 1 56 1 56 KU 
BRiGe Talon on. scccwrces eenns 1 24 0 24 CU 
Richard Turner ............... 1 14 0 14 Rice 
Sherwood Taylor ............. 1 13 0 13 lowa 
BOG TRUE ncuron eel 11 Oo 11 ISU 
BVTON Pal couacaanasaewen “ol 8 0 8 Rice 
Mike Babb ........ 0.0000 eee 1 5 0 5 NU 
Jay Jimerson..........000 000s 1 0 0 0 OSU 

PUNT RETURNS 

no. yds. avg. TD se feng return 
Basil GANKS éiiiicies rss 17 260 15.3 0 41 KU 
Freddie NIKON ..0.. 6 eee ewes wate 24 8.0 0 25 lowa 
Stanley Wilson ....... ewsnaaters 1 21 21.0 0 21 Texas 
day JIMORSON 2) 5s gee ew eee. 1 12 12.0 0 12 CU 
CAGE os. cana OEE ha 3 4 1.3 0 4 Rice 

PUNTING 

no. yds. avg. long kick 
Michael Keeling ...........4. 32 1340 41.9 58 Texas 
Darrol Ray ins ccccsecaeues rr 297 37.1 43 Tulsa 
TORN a1 sync sacar rainy nanew mala’ 1 0 0.0 0 lowa 
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KICKOFF RETURNS 


yds. avg. TD ong return 
Stanley Wilson ......,....--.- "9 192 e7.4 0 663 CU 
Jay Jimerson........ sraigeneiouulad 4 70 17.5 0 20 Rice 
Basil Banks .....,... ntedioc nie 2 30 15.0 0 16 MU 
Chet Winters ...46. 0.6 ce eae 1 19 19.0 0 619 OSU 
Darrell snore Frew ieee ee ian 1 18 18.0 oO 18 NU 
Darrell Songy ..........0.. 0084 7 17.0 0 17 Texas 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


OPPONENTS sisisneudeasieeinewies’s ciate, 29 20 70—138 
OKLAHOMA . ps peta hee ae 90 84 108—382 


SOONER SCORES (10-1-0) 
21, lowa 6 


49, Tulsa 13 
63, Rice 21 
49, Colorado 24 
7. Texas 16 
38, Kansas State 6 
38, lowa State 9 
38, Oklahoma State 7 
38, Kansas 0 
24, Missouri 22 
17, Nebraska 14 


ORANGE BOWL 
Jan. 1, 1980 — Florida State 


*Fumble recovery. 
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LINEMEN 
Richard Turner 
Bruce Taton 
Keith Gary 
Barry Burget 
Johnnie Lewis 
John Goodman 
Darrel Irvin 
scott Dawson 
Greg Sellmyer 
Dewey Williams 
Jim Jones 
Steve Whaley 
John Blake 


LINEBACKERS 
George Cumby 
Barry Dittman 
Mike Reilly 
Mike Coast 


Mike Castleberry 
Kevin McDonough 
oherdeill Breathett 


Reggie Smith 


FINAL 1979 OKLAHOMA 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


(eleven games) 


unassisted 
tackles 


in & on 
i G8 Go 


fad fe 
“jin us 


Lo - in & = © tn 


3 2 
31 94 
45 88 
32 86 
36 89 
29 70 
15 92 
9 4 
7 23 
10 21 
9 13 
5 10 
fs) 9 
3 6 
“6 = =151 
99 «119 
12 23 
12 21 
3 11 
é 7 
1 2 
1 4 


fumbles 
uprecovered 
blocked 
punts 

FG 


ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL — 17 


FINAL 1979 OKLAHOMA 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


(eleven games) 


Bs 83 ait eo. #. 88 =, 

BACKS 

Sherwood Taylor 43 18 ~=—s BT 5-22 1 4 —_ — 
Basil Banks 36 14 50 2-3 — 4 ~— — _ 
Darrol Ray 26 15 41 _ 4 6 1 suit 
Ken Sitton 19 10 29 4-23 2 = 1 — — 
Bud Hebert 15 11 26 — 1 3 == a — 
Mike Babb 12 g 21 — 1 2 1 — — 
Jay Jimerson 16 5 21 — 1 4 _ = = 
Byron Paul 8 1 9 — 1 1 1 _ = 
Darrell Songy 4 7 = _ = —— ee 
Karl Peters 5 1 6 _ _ -_ _ = = 
Bobby Bishop 2 1 3 — — = a = = 
Dwayne Downing 2 1 3 — Ss = = Se 2S 
Steve Haworth 2 — 2 = _ - _ _ __ 
Royce Coleman 2 _ 2 — =e — po —_ en 
Mike Keeling 1 1 2 — — _ = ar: Be 
Willie Wright cams 1 1 i — a a 
Steve McKeaver — 1 1 = = bas = _ i 
Jeff McDonald 1 _ 1 = = — ie a = 


OKLAHOMA'S BEST MARKS FOR 1979 — 


Top Rushing Performances No. Net Yds. TO 
Billy Sims vs, Missouri 36 282 1 
Billy Sims vs. Nebraska 26 247 0 
Billy Sims vs. lowa State 21 202 4 
Billy Sims vs. Kansas 2s 128 1 
J. G. Watts vs. Tulsa 20 122 1 
J. C. Watts vs. Kansas State 15 118 2 
Billy Sims vs. Colorado 18 118 4 
Kelly Phelps vs. Kansas State 8 112 2 
Billy Sims vs. Tulsa 11 109 2 
Billy Sims vs. lowa 23 106 2 
Billy Sims vs. Rice 12 103 3 
Kelly Phelps vs. Rice 9 of 1 
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Top Passing Performances 
J.C. Watts vs. lowa 

J. C. Watts vs. Oklahoma State 
J. C. Watts vs. Nebraska 

J. ©. Watts vs. lowa State 

J. C. Watts vs. Kansas State 
J. C. Watts vs. Colorado 

J. C. Watts vs. Rice 

J. C. Watts vs. Missouri 

J. C. Watts vs. Kansas 

Kelly Phelps vs. Kansas State 


Tap Receiving Performances 
Forrest Valora vs. lowa 

David Overstreet vs. Oklahoma State 
Freddie Nixon vs. Nebraska 

Forrest Valora vs. Nebraska 

Steve Rhodes vs. lowa 

Forrest Valora vs. Oklahoma State 


Longest Individuat Plays 


Touchdown run—70 Billy Sims vs. Missouri 


Att. 


oi, 
a SO GO om oO Ts) 


Comp. Intc. Yds. 
10 1 157 
4 OQ 156 
4 1 130 
2 0 73 
4 0 50 
2 0 48 
3 0 44 
3 1 37 
2 1 33 
1 0 33 
No. Yds. 
5 85 
1 72 
3 65 
1 58 
3 60 
1 49 


Run from scrimmage (no score) — 71 Billy Sims vs. Nebraska 
Touchdown pass—72 J. C. Watts to David Overstreet vs. Oklahoma State 
Pass, no score—50 J. C. Watts to Freddie Nixon vs. Nebraska 


Punt—58 Michael Keeling vs. Texas 
Punt return—41 Basil Banks vs. Kansas 


Interception return—60 Johnnie Lewis vs. Rice (touchdown) 


Team, One-Game Highs and Lows 
Highs 
First downs—25 vs. Tulsa, Missouri 
Rushing attempts—70 vs. Missouri 
Yards rushing—493 vs. lowa State 
Passing attempts—18 vs. lowa 
Pass completions—11 vs. lowa 
Yards passing—183 vs. lowa 
Total offensive plays—79 vs. lowa 
Total offensive yardage—566 vs. lowa State 


Opponents’ One-Game Highs and Lows 
First downs—24, Missouri 

Rushing attempts—66, Texas 

Yards rushing—249. Texas 

Passing attempts—39, Colorado 

Pass completions—17, Colorado 

Yards passing—222, Missouri 

Total offensive plays—90 Colorado 
Total offensive yardage—460, Missouri 


Lows 
6 vs. Texas 
40 vs. Texas 
128 vs. Texas 

4 vs. Colorado 

2 vs. Colorado. Texas. 
lowa State, Kansas 

27 vs. Tulsa 
49 vs. Texas 
158 vs. Texas 


12, lowa, Kansas State 
43, Rice 

63. lowa 

13, Tulsa 

6, Tulsa 

53, Tulsa 

63, lowa, Missouri 
184, Kansas 


TD 


T 


oo}/-co-C 8 @f2aooco0o0ncnro2—--4 
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DEPTH CHART 





OFFENSE 


TE—82 Forrest Valora, 6-0, 223, Jr.; 88 Michael Weddington, 6-2, 204, 
Fr 

LT--66 Louis Oubre, 6-4, 250, Jr.: 77 Elbert Graham, 6-4, 255, Fr. 

LG—75 Terry Crouch, 6-1, 242, Soph.; 76 Steve Williams, 6-2, 275, Fr. 

C-—-73 Paul Tabor, 6-4, 242, Sr.: 51 Bill Bechtold, 6-4, 231, Jr. 

RG—60 Don Key, 6-2, 245, Fr.; 69 James Carner, 6-4, 255, Jr. 

RT—61 Ed Culver, 6-3, 253, Soph.; 64 Frank Moore, 6-3, 234, Jr. 

SE—11 Freddie Nixon, 5-11, 195, Sr.; 12 Bobby Grayson, 5-11, 170, 
Soph. 

QB—1 J. C. Watts, 5-11, 205, Jr.; 7 Kelly Phelps, 5-11, 185, Soph. 

LLH—20 Billy Sims, 6-0, 205, Sr.; 40 Chet Winters, 6-1, 190, Fr. 

RH—22 David Overstreet, 5-11, 192, Jr.; 23 Herbert Young, 6-1, 200, Fr. 

FB—32 Stanley Wilson, 6-0, 193, Fr.; 43 Weldon Ledbetter, 6-2, 210, Fr. 


DEFENSE 


LE—26 Barry Burget, 6-3, 217, Sr.; 57 Steve Whaley, 6-3, 202, Soph. 
LT—92 Keith Gary, 6-3, 245, Jr; 78 Scott Dawson, 6-2, 246, Soph. 
NG—96 Richard Turner, 6-1, 244, Jr.; 95 Johnnie Lewis, 6-1, 230, Soph. 
RT—72 John Goodman, 6-5, 256, Sr.; 57 Darrell Irvin, 6-4, 264, Sr. 
RE—45 Bruce Taton, 6-4, 211, Sr.; 39 Greg Sellmyer, 6-2, 216, Sr. 
SLB—28 George Cumby, 6-0, 205, Sr.; 48 Mike Coast, 5-11, 198, Jr. 
WLB—38 Barry Dittman, 6-0, 205, Sr.; 50 Mike Reilly, 6-3, 221, Soph. 
LC—17 Basil Banks, 5-11, 177, Jr.; 27 Byron Paul, 6-1, 187, Soph. 
SS—31 Sherwood Taylor, 6-1, 189, Sr.; 18 Ken Sitton, 6-4, 200, Jr. 
FS—3 Darrol Ray, 6-2, 210, Sr.; 33 Bud Hebert, 6-0, 185, Sr. 

RC—14 Mike Babb, 6-2, 197, Sr.; 15 Jay Jimerson, 5-9, 180, Jr. 


CAPTAINS 
3 Darrol Ray, 20 Billy Sims, 28 George Cumby, 31 Sherwood Taylor, 73 
Paul Tabor 

SPECIALISTS 
Punting—99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 196, Fr. 
Kickoffs—3 Darrol Ray, 6-2, 210, Sr.; 99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 196, Fr. 
PAT—99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 196, Fr. 
FG—99 Michael Keeling, 6-3, 196, Fr. 
KICK RETURNS 


Punts—17 Basil Banks, 4-11, 177, Jr.. 3 Darrol Ray, 6-2, 210, Sr. 
Kickoffs—32 Stanley Wilson, 6-0, 193, Fr.; 15 Jay Jimerson, 5-9, 180, Jr. 
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also seen action as a kick returner 
Dp and running back during his ca- 
Ae reer. Will play his final college 
game in his home town, 


ORRENCH tory. A versatile athlete who has 


The Nixon Record 





Rush Punt Ret. 
1976 —7 l)- 73 
1977 178 22-266 
1978 107 24-243 
1979 30 _3- 24 
Totals 308 . 59-606 
K.O. Ret. Receiving TD 
1976 8-156 0 0 
1977 7-118 0 3 
1978 3- 70 5-109 2 
1979 0- 0 13-257 0 
otalsl8-344 18-365 5 
: Bobb’ 
ere} fs wey ty . } 


5-11, 195, Sr.. Miami, Florida 


Excellent receiver with great 
speed. A definite deep threat. 
Caught 143 passes for 257 yards, an 
average of 19.8 yards per catch. 
Had his best game against Ne- 
braska with three grabs for 65 
yards. Made a spectacular diving 
reception good for 41 yards in the 
Rice game. Had a 35 yarder 
against Colorado. Rushed for 30 
yards on two carries, including a 
clutch 15-yard scamper on the end 
around in the Missouri game lead- 
ing to a field goal which proved to 
be the difference in a 24-22 vic- 
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Neither tall nor exceptionally 26 vards per catch. Scored on... 
fast but great concentration and one touchdown but it was a big 
hands make him an extremely one, a 5S8-vard strike from J. C. 
valuable receiver. Moved in as al- Watts to give OU the lead for good 
ternate split end when Steve in the showdown against Ne- 
Rhodes was injured in opener and — braska, Caught five for 85 yards in 
has been there ever since. Had five the lowa contest, the season's best 
receptions for 86 yards including a for a Sooner receiver. Helped give 
3l-vard touchdown catch against Oklahoma a great start in OSU 
lowa State. Best day was against game by grabbing a 49-vard toss 
Kansas State with two receptions on game's third play. Sooners 
for 24 yards. Plaved sparingly as a scored two plays later to take an 
freshman, catching one pass for 12 early lead. Had a 33 yarder 
yards. against Kansas State. His blocking 
wis a prime ingredient in Sooner 
running game which led the con- 
ference in both rushing and scor- 
ing. Strongest plaver on the squad. 
Can bench press 420 pounds. 


The Valora Record 


Receiving TD 
Lv7s 1- 20 1 
1979 9-294 l 
Totals 10-2454 2 


LEFT TACKLE 


H6 Louis 
Oubre 





‘ 
Forrest 
6-4, 262. Jr. New Orleans. Louisiana 
Valora 7 
All-Big Eight on both AP and 
6-0. 730. Jr.. Proenia, Anrona UPI squads. Had anh outstanding 
season. Graded consistently high 
Excellent blocker who has be- — all year. Offensive line coach Merv 
come a fine receiver, Fierce com- Johnson said Oubre did not have a 


petitor who is now recognized as bad game. Extremely intelligent. 
one of the best tight ends in the Very consistent. Coaches made 


Big Eight. Was nominated for con- some changes in Nebraska game 
ference offensive player of the = to take advantage of his blocking 
week twice during the season. = abilitv in short vardage situations. 
Finished with nine receptions for Was one of only two returning 


234 vards, averaging a whopping — starters from 19748 squad. 
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6-1. 269, Soph., Dallas, Texas 


Just now realizing his potential 


in both confidence and ability. Has 
all the tools to be a great player. 
Has the strength, size and agility 
to be a dominant lineman. Began 
slowly but came on so strong to- 
ward the end of the season coaches 
felt he became the kind of player 
they thought he could be all along. 
Coach Johnson said he had turned 
the corner after his performances 
in the final three games against 
Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska. 
Was red shirted in 1978. 





6-4, 252, Sr., Houston, Texas 


Barry Switzer was quoted as 
saying Tabor was “the best center 
we've had since I've been at Ok- 
lahoma.” Offensive line coach 
Merv Johnson, who has coached 
two all-America centers at other 
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schools, savs, “without question, 
Tabor is the finest center | have 
ever coached.” Named to the AP 
and UPI All-Big Eight teams. One 
of Oklahoma's captains. Flawless 
In execution, Tabor is extremely 
disciplined and intent. Has helped 
the young OU guards mature. 
Great one-on-one blocker who not 
once had to have help with 
opposition’s nose guard. Con- 
sidered an outstanding pro pros- 
pect. Played center as a sophomore 
but was stationed at guard for the 
1978 season. Twin brother, Phil, is 
a defensive tackle with the New 
York Giants. Tabor’s handling of 
Missouri's and Nebraska's nose 
guards a key reason for runs of 70 
and 71 yards respectively by Billy 
Sims in Missouri and Nebraska 
games. 


RIGHT GUARD 








() Don Key 


6-2, 245, Fr., Pasadena, lexas 
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Very sound. Does not make 
many mistakes. Very mobile. 
Physically not able to dominate 
his position yet, but coaches feel 
that will come with maturity. 
Pulls well. Has been a very consis- 
tent player all vear. Good quick- 
ness. Was red shirted in 1978. 


RIGHT TACKLE 





ol 


6-3, 265, Jr.. Tahlequah 


Gives as much effort as any 
lineman on squad. Took over start- 
ing position after Lyndle Byford 
was injured in lowa State game. 
Has played position well. Has 
vastly improved his technique 
since moving into starting posi- 
tion. Has size and mobility to 
match up with any tackle he will 
have to compete with. 


QUARTERBACK 





Jd. C. 
Watts 





5-11, 191, Jr., Eufaula 

Quality signal caller who im- 
proved by leaps and bounds as the 
season progressed. Probably the 
best passer at Oklahoma in a de- 
cade. He also contributed some 
solid running, a dimension in 
which he may have been a little 
short before the season began. Was 
named to the second unit of the 
UPI All-Big Eight team. Com- 
pleted 39 passes of 81 attempts, 
good for 785 vards and four touch- 
downs. Added 455 yards rushing 
for an average of 3.7 yards per 
trip. Hit on 10 of 17 passes for 157 
yards in opener against lowa. Had 
156 vards in the air against Ok- 
lahoma State and 130 in the Ne- 
braska game. Two of his strikes 
were for long-range touchdowns, 
one for 72 yards to David Over: 


street in OSU clash and a 58 yar- 
der to Forrest Valora to give Soon- 
ers the lead in the Nebraska 
showdown. Rushed for over 100 
yards in both the Tulsa and the 
Kansas State games. Longest rush 
was 29 yards against Missouri. 
Seored touchdowns. Got two in 
both the Rice and the Kansas 
State games. Accounted for OU's 
only score versus Texas with an 
ll-vyard pass to Stanley Wilson. 
Highly recruited athlete from the 
same town that produced the Sel- 
mon brothers. 


The Watts Record 


Rushing 
Att. Yds. TD 
L976 6 20 0) 
1977 Red Shirt 
1978 42 204 6 
ye: ns | 450 J) 
Totals 171 679 16 
Passing 
PA PC Int. Yds. TD 
1976 0 0 0) 0 860 
1977 Red Shirt 
1978 38 13 4 227 2 
1979 81 39 5 7854 
Totals 119 52 9 1012 6 


LEFT HALFBACK 


2 


6-0, 210, Sr., Hooks, Texas 


Billy 
Sims 


College football's greatest run- 
ning back. Called by coach Barry 
Switzer “the greatest football 
plaver in the world.” Unanimous 


ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL — 25 





Billy Sims 


all-American two years in a row. 
Offensive player of the year in the 
Big Eight of both wire services two 
years in a row. Heisman Trophy 
winner in 1978, Led the Big Eight 
in rushing two years in a row. 
Was fourth in the nation in rush- 
ing in 1979. Led the nation in 
scoring two years in a row. 
Finished his career as the fourth 
leading rusher and second leading 
scorer in Big Eight history, 
Finished third and second in the 
same categories at Oklahoma. Set 
an all-time NCAA record for aver- 
age yards per rush for backs carry- 
ing the ball a minimum of 500 
times. He averaged just at 7 vards 
every time he ran with the ball. 
His final two efforts of 282 vards 
against Missouri and 247 in the 
Nebraska game represented career 
highs for rushing in a single game. 
His back-to-back junior and senior 
seasons of 1,762 and 1,506 yards 
on the ground are the best two- 
year totals in Big Eight history 
Named Big Eight Back of the 
Week three times in 1979. Rushed 
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over 200 yards three times, giving 
him a total of seven times during 
his career. Named the most valu- 
able player in last year’s Orange 
Bow] victory over Nebraska. His 
ability to block has made him a 
perfect halfback for wishbone of- 
fense. Here is the game-by-game 
breakdown of the 1979 season: 
IOWA — Rushed for 106 yards 
and scored two touchdowns. 
TULSA—Had 109 yards on 20 
carries and scored two touchdowns. 
Held out of the game in the second 
half until Tulsa made game close. 
Went to the dressing room, put his 
pads back on and was the catalyst 
in the revival of the OU offense. 
RICE—Played only sparingly but 
still gained 103 yards on only 12 
tries. Scored three times. Had one 
run of 40 yards, his longest to that 
date. COLORADO—Went over 
the 100-yard mark in rushing for 
the 13th consecutive game with 
118. Scored four touchdowns, tying 
a career high for a single game. 
Was named Big Eight Back of the 
Week for the first time this season 
for his play. TEXAS—Held to 73 
yards on 20 carries. KANSAS 
STATE—Had his lowest produc- 
tion of the season, 67 yards, while 
hobbled by an assortment of nag- 
ging injuries. Still scored once. 
IOWA STATE — Had his first 
200-yard day of the season, lug- 
ging the ball 21 times for 202 
vards, Scored four touchdowns for 
the second time, again tying his 
career high for a single game. 
Made his longest run of the season 
so far with a 52 yarder. Also made 
a spectacular catch of a 42-yard 
pass. OKLAHOMA STATE — 
Scored four more times and rushed 
for 71 vards on 16 carries. 
KANSAS — Had 128 yards and 
one touchdown. MISSOURI — 


Returning to full health for the 
first time since early in the sea- 
son, Sims ravaged the Tiger de- 
fense for 282 yards, his career 
high. His 70-yard run early in the 
third period gave OU the lead for 
good. His 36 yarder later in the 
quarter was the big play in the 
drive to TD number three, Time 
after time he came up with first 
down yardage on third and fourth 
down when the Sooners needed to 
control the football. Named Big 
Eight Back of the Week for his ef- 
fort. NEBRASKA — Gained 247 
yards on 28 carries. Had one 
70-yard run partially wiped out by 
penalty, Made a 71-yard run, his 
longest at Oklahoma, to fuel a 
fourth-quarter drive to the win- 
ning touchdown. Had four other 
runs of 10 yards or more, Was 
named Big Eight Back of the 
Week for the third time after the 
game. 


The Sims Record 





At. Yds. Avg. TD 
1975 15 9 6.3 2 
‘1976 a 44 14.6 0) 
1977 65 406 6.2 6 
1978 231 1762 7.6 20 
1979 994 1506 
Totals 538 3813 7.09 50) 


“Granted extra year of eligibility 
after early season injury. 


RIGHT 
HALFBACK 


? David 
Overstreet 


5-11, 197, Jr., Big Sandy. Texas 





David Overstreel 


Although carrying the ball fewer 
times than in the past two years, 
he still had an excellent season. 
His blocking was mentioned by 
Barry Switzer as being a key 
reason Sooners had so much sue- 
cess rushing the football, Over- 
street picked up 277 yards on 956 
carries, averaging just under five 
yards a trip. Longest run was for 
21 yards against Iowa State. 
Scored three touchdowns, one as 
the receiver on a 72-yard play 
which broke open the OSU game. 
Also made a great effort on a 
two-vard run on fourth down in 
the Missouri contest to give OU a 
7-3 lead, Biggest day of his career 
came in the 1978 Missouri game 
when he ran for 153 yards in ten 
tries, 


The Overstreet Record 


Rushing Receiving 
Att, Yds, ‘TD 
L977 78 6 be 4 ()-() 
1978 63 405 2 0-0) 
isi a ait i$ 2:42 
Totals 1197 1024 g 9.40 
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FULLBACK 





Stanley 
Wilson 


6-0, 193, Fr.. Carson, California 


Only true freshman starting for 
the Sooners. Took over the number 
one spot before the Kansas State 
fame and, except for injury, has 
held it ever since. Gives the Soon- 
ers the quickness needed from that 
position. Has good power as well. 
Rushed for 491 yards, second best 
on squad. Scored two touchdowns. 
Caught four passes for 41 yards. 
His biggest day was against Kan- 
sas State with 75 yards, but he 
gained 73 against both Iowa State 
and Kansas. Had a 49-yard run in 
the K-State game. At the Cotton 
Bowl, he scored OU’s only touch- 
down against Texas with an 
ll-yard diving catch of a J. C. 
Watts’ pass. Later in the same 
game he broke a 47 yarder which 
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represented the longest gain of the 
day. Versatile athlete who could 
be moved to halfback before career 
is over, 


KICKER 





Michael 
Keeling 





6-3, 196. Fr., Dallas, Texas 


Will handle all of OU's punting, 
extra point and field goal assign- 
ments. Is also the backup on kick- 
offs. Took over the punting chores 
in Texas game and place kicking 
duties the following week against 
Kansas State. Has performed well. 
Finished third in the Big Eight in 
punting with a 41.9-vard average. 
His longest boot was for 58 yards 
against Texas. Hit 32 extra points 
out of the same number of at- 
tempts. Was successful on six of 
eight field goal tries. including 
clutch efforts of 33 vards in Mis- 


sour! clash and 31 yards against 
Nebraska, both of which turned 
out to be the winning margins. His 
longest field goal of the season was 
for 39 yards in OSU contest. Also 
had a 38 yarder against Kansas 
State, a 24-yard three pointer in 
the Iowa State game and one for 
30 yards against Kansas, Punts 
and place kicks barefooted. 


DEFENSE 
ENDS 





Bruce 
Taton 


6-4, 211, Sr., Tulsa 


Very intelligent player; makes 
few mistakes. Switched from quar- 
terback to defensive end as a 
freshman. Finished 1979 as the 
second-leading tackler on the de- 
fensive line with 88 stops, 43 un- 
assisted, Eleven of the tackles 
were for 40 yards in losses, He had 


one pass interception and three 
passes broken up. Had nine unas- 
sisted tackles and two assists 
against Tulsa, as well as one 
tackle for a two-yard loss; seven 
against Texas; and 10 against 
Kansas State. He had two sacks 
for a minus 13 yards in the 
K-State win; came back with eight 
stops in the Oklahoma State vic- 
tory, and had 11 more in the Kan- 
sas game, the first shut-out posted 
by a Sooner team in four years. 
Had back-to-back games of 10 
tackles each against Missouri and 
Nebraska. Accounted for losses of 
nine yards in the 17-14 win over 
the "Huskers. His lone pass theft 
led to an OU touchdown against 
Colorado that gave the Sooners a 
35-7 lead. Taton is a good pass 
rusher, 


The Taton Record 


Total 
Tackles Int. 
1977 34 0 
1978 59 0 
1979 BS ] 
Totals 181 i) 


Barry 
Burget 


26 


6-3, 217, Sr., Stroud 


An excellent athlete, Burget had 
a great year after being injured — 
a bad back — most of last season. 
Was a starter the year before. To- 
taled 85 tackles in '79, with 11 ac- 
counting for 39 yards in losses. In 
the season opener, Burget had 
only four tackles, but two of those 
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fe} 
i a 


Barry Burget 


were for 14 yards in losses. Had 11 
tackles, three for a minus 14 
yards, in the Texas game. Teamed 
with Keith Gary on one tackle to 
force Texas to attempt a field goal 
when they appeared to be driving 
toward a touchdown. The attempt 
failed. Had two more stops behind 
the line out of 12 total in the Kan- 
sas State win. One of his two pass 
interceptions came in the Ok- 
lahoma State game following a 
Sooner fumble on their own 14 
yard line. Had 11 tackles, three for 
a minus five yards, against KU, 
and led the defensive line in tack- 
les for the Missouri game with 12, 
plus nine assists. His final pass in- 
terception ended a Nebraska 
first-half threat in the defensive 
unit’s superb effert that clinched 
the Big Eight Championship. 


The Burget Record 





Total Fumble 
Tackles = Int. Rec. TD 
L977 47 0) 0 l 
1978 46 () ) 0) 
1979 BA 2 ] () 
Totals 175 2 l l 
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39 Ps 


6-2. 216, Sr., Amarillo, Tex. 


Could start for any team. Has 
had to overcome great adversity in 
his career as a Sooner. Saw time 
at both defensive end and line- 
backer in 1979. Had 21 tackles. 
two for 20 yards in losses, this 
season. Also recovered one fumble. 
Had six tackles, one pass broken 
up, and one sack for a minus-eight 
vards in the Tulsa game. On one 
play, Sellmyer sacked the TU 
quarterback, forced a fumble, and 
then recovered it. Also had five 
tackles in the OSU win. 


The Sellmyer Record 


Total Fumble 
Tackles Int. Rec. 
1975 4 () 
1976 10) ti) () 
1977 (red shirt 
1978 40) l l 





DOWN LINEMEN 


John 


12 Goodman 


6-5, 256, Sr., Garland, Tex. 


Fastest defensive lineman on the 
team, and possibly the fastest ever 
at Oklahoma. Got stronger each 
year he was a Sooner, ending his 
regular season career as an All- 
Big Eight selection at defensive 
tackle. Nicknamed “Tree” because 
of his tall and lean look. Was in- 
jJured early in the "79 season and 
missed the Tulsa, Rice and Col- 
orado games before making a 
comeback against Texas. Had 52? 
total season tackles, including six 
for 38 yards in losses: he also re- 
covered three fumbles. Had nine 
tackles in the Texas game; eight 
against Kansas State (six unas- 
sisted) and a recovered fumble; 
and led the defensive line in tack- 
les against lowa State with 10. 
Realized the lineman’s dream in 
the Kansas game when he picked 





off a mid-air fumble and raced 56 
yards for a touchdown. In addition 
to the TD, he had 11 tackles and a 
sack of KU quarterback Brian 
Bethke that led to OU's first 
touchdown. Received a game ball 
for his performance against the 
Jayhawks and was named the Big 
Eight Conference Defensive Player 
of the Week. Was in on 17 tackles 
in the Oklahoma State game, plus 
recovered a fumble, One tackle 
was a 12-yard sack of John 
Doerner, the Cowboy quarterback, 
that forced OSU deep in its terri- 
tory and set up an OU field goal. 
Suffered a hip-pointer in the Mis- 
sourl game and got only three 
tackles. The injury forced him to 
sit out the majority of the Neb- 
raska game, 


The Goodman Record 
Total Fumble 


Tackles Rec. TD 
1976 a 0) 0 
1977 22 l 0 
1978 113 0) 0 
1979 a? a i 
Totals «©6190 «4 °«~«# €«£ 


6-2, 246, So., Shawnee 


Provided a quality back-up at 
defensive tackle all season. One of 
the strongest players on the defen- 
sive line. Has improved with each 
game. Started a few games in ‘79. 
Shared time with Keith Gary. Had 
23 tackles, two for 12 yards in los- 
ses, and recovered one fumble. 
Started the season with three 
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Scott Dawson 


tackles in the lowa game, but one 
of those was a big four-yard loss, 
Had three tackles, one for an 
eight-vard loss, in the Tulsa con- 
test. His hit on Rice Ow! quarter- 
back Randy Hertel forced a fumble 
that Johnnie Lewis grabbed in 
mid-air and carried 60 yards for a 
TD. Started the Kansas State 
game and rang up eight tackles on 
the day, five unassisted. His older 
brother was once a starter for the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys. 


The Dawson Record 


Total Fumbles 

Tackles Rec. 

1977 3 () 
1978 (red shirt) 

1979 23 l 

Totals 26 l 
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6-3, 245, Jr.. Fairfax. Va. 


Transfer from Ferrum (Va,) 
Junior College. Was supposed to 
be a red shirt this season but was 
so impressive the coaches felt they 
must play him. Strong, aggressive 
and quick. Excellent pass rusher. 
Was named the UPI Defensive 
Neweomer of the Year for '79. Re- 
corded 86 tackles on the vear. His 
10 tackles for 56 vards in losses 
led the team in total minus yards. 
Also broke up two passes and re- 
covered a fumble, Had eight tack- 
les, two for a minus-eight vards, in 
the lowa clash. and seven (one for 
a seven yard loss) against Tulsa 
His recovery of a Golden Hur- 
ricane fumble led to a Billy Sims 
TD that gave OU a 14-0 lead. Had 
six tackles and broke up a pass 
against Colorado. Had 13 stops 
and helped stall a Texas drive in 
the Sooners’ only loss of the year. 


Recorded eight tackles against 
K-State, seven — with a seven- 
yard loss thrown in — against 
lowa State, and nine in the Ok- 
lahoma State win, Had a 10-yard 
sack of ‘Poke signal-caller Harold 
Bailey in the game as well. His 
biggest game of the vear was 
against Nebraska, anchoring an 
injury-depleted defensive line with 
12 tackles and garnering the 
13-yard sack of Cornhuskers quar- 
terback Jeff Quinn that stalled 
NU’s first drive of the game at the 
OU 45-vard line, 


The Gary Record 


Total Fumble 

Tackles Rec. 

1979 86 1 
er Johnnie 


¥ = 
Lewis 
6-1, 230, So., Miami, Fla. 


Strong and aggressive, Lewis 
has been a starter at times in '79 
at nose guard, Defensive Coor- 
dinator Rex Norris says Lewis 
chases the ball better than anyone 
he’s seen at OU. Makes the big 
play with his speed but has the 
strength to control the line of 
scrimmage as well, Had five tack- 
les and a fumble recovery against 
Tulsa, and led the defensive line 
in tackles (9) in the Rice win, Also 
against Rice, Lewis, who had two 
tackles that totaled 24 yards in 
losses on the night, picked off a 
fumble in mid-air and went 60 
yards for a touchdown, the last of 
the evening for Oklahoma, Led the 





Johnnie Lewis 


line against Colorado with 10 
stops and recovered another fum- 
ble. Had six tackles against Texas. 
Also had six tackles and broke up 
a pass in the OSU contest, Two of 
his tackles were identical nine- 
yard losses. Had seven tackles in 
the Missouri win and four in the 
Nebraska victory. Although he 
was injured in the first half of the 
Nebraska game, Lewis did make 
one big play before his departure. 
On a third-and-one, Lewis knifed 
through the ‘Huskers line and 
threw Audra Franklin for a yard 
loss that forced a punt from the 
OU 44-yard line. 


The Lewis Record 


Total Fumble 
Tackles Ree, TD 


1978 20 () 0 
1979 70 ; 
Totals 90) 2 l 
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Richard 
Turner 


( : 





6-1, 244, Jr., Edmond 


Started at both nose guard and 
defensive tackle this season. Best 
technique player in the defensive 
line. His versatility makes him 
one of the most valuable players 
on the Sooners’ squad. Led the de- 
fensive line in tackles this season 
with 94, third best total on the 
team. This included seven for a 
minus 48 yards. Intercepted one 
pass as well, Had nine tackles in 
the Tulsa game, and his intercep- 
tion of a Rice Owl pass deep in OU 
territory prevented a Rice score. 
His nine tackles, three for an in- 
credible 26 yards in losses, earned 
Turner the Sooners’ nomination 
for Big Eight Defensive Player of 
the Week. Had 10 unassisted tack- 
les and five assists in the Texas 
loss. Had 11 tackles in the win 
over Kansas State, and 10 tackles 
and an eight-yard sack in the KU 
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game. He finished off the year 
with an eight-tackle effort against 
Nebraska in the super defensive 
game the Sooners had to claim the 
Big Eight Championship and a 
berth in the Orange Bowl. 


The Turner Record 


Total Fumble 

Tackles Int. Rec. 

1977 18 0 l 
1978 29 Q l 
1979 94 1 () 
Totals 141 1 2 


LINEBACKERS 





George 
Cumby 


2 


6-0, 205, Sr., Gorman, Téezas 


Three-time All-Big Eight Con- 
ference selection: two-time All- 
America; named the AP Defensive 
Plaver of the Year in the Big 
Eight as a sophomore (1977) and 
again in 1979 by both AP and 


UPI, consensus All-American in 
1979. After switching from full- 
back to linebacker in 1977, was 
named Defensive Newcomer of the 
Year in the Big Eight. Was nomi- 
nated five times this season by 
Coach Switzer for Conference De- 
fensive Player of the Week. Runs 
the 40 in 4.5 and is one of the 
hardest hitters in the country, Can 
make the incredible play seem 
easy. Led the Sooner in tackles 
this season with 151, including 10 
for 55 yards in losses and had two 
pass interceptions, five passes 
broken up, and recovered one fum- 
ble. Both of his interceptions came 
against Oklahoma State. Started 
the season with 14 tackles in the 
win over lowa; three of those were 
for 21 yards in losses. Came back 
in the next game against Tulsa 
and had 13 tackles and recovered 
a fumble. Although he played only 
sparingly in the next game, Rice, 
Cumby astonished the press and 
fans alike with an incredible play 
that has to rank as one of the best 
ever by a Sooner. After slipping off 
a tackle of Owls running back 
Earl Cooper, Cumby got up and 
chased the fleet back, downing 
him at the OU eight yard line. He 
began the chase some 15 yards be- 
hind, and later said, “] couldn't be- 
lieve | did it myself.” Had nine 
stops against Colorado and broke 
up two passes, and had 16 tackles 
against Texas in a losing cause. 
Had eight unassisted and 10 as- 
sisted stops in the Kansas State 
game, as well as breaking up two 
passes. Accounted for 11 tackles 
against Iowa State. His longest in- 
terception return of the season was 
47 yards, coming on a theft 
against Oklahoma State. His other 
interception in the game was on 


the OU 14-yard line, effectively 
killing an OSU drive. Had 10 
more tackles against Missouri, and 
ended the season with an out- 
standing performance in the Neb- 
raska game. Ended his Sooner 
career on Owen Field with 10 
tackles, one for a three-yard loss, 
and was seemingly all over the 
field against Nebraska. “George is 
the only person I know who could 
fo one-on-one with Earl Campbell 
and knock him backwards,” Coach 
Switzer states flatly. 


The Cumby Record 


Tackles Int. TD 

1977 140 0 0 
1978 114 5 1 
1979 151 2 0 
1 








Barry 


38 Dittman 


6-0, 205, Sr., Houston, Tex. 





First year as a starter at line- 
backer. Very active and intelligent 
player. Had a tremendous game as 
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the third linebacker in '79 Orange 
Bowl and kept up the performance 
this season. Was hurt early in the 
season and at first was feared lost 
for the year. Missed only the Rice 
game in his hometown, Came back 
and finished the vear as the Soon- 
ers second leading tackler, behind 
fellow linebacker George Cumby. 
Had 119 total tackles (four for ele- 
ven vards in losses) and broke up 
three passes. Also recovered one 
fumble. Had 14 tackles and one 
sack for a six-yard loss in the 
opener with lowa, 13 against 
Tulsa, and 16 — including 10 
wssists—in the Sooners’ only loss 
this season to Texas. Dittman had 
10 stops in the Missouri game, in- 
cluding several big plays that 
thwarted Tiger drives, Saved his 
biggest game of the year for last 
as he led the Sooner linebackers in 
tackles, garnering 12, against 
Nebraska. 


The Dittman Record 


Total Passes Fumble 

Tackles Brkn. Up Rec. 

L977 26 () ] 

1978 S4 () 0 

1979 119 4 l 
Totals 179 3 





DEFENSIVE 
BACKS 
Darrol 
Ray 


Two-time All-Big Eight Confer- 
ence, L979 second team All- 
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Darrol Ray 


America, co-captain in ‘79, Prob- 
ably the best all-around athlete on 
the team. In addition to anchoring 
the defensive secondary, Ray 
kicked-off this season and was the 
punter until the emergence of 
Mike Keeling. Tied a school record 
for interceptions in a season (7) in 
1978, and got his eighth in the 
Orange Bowl against Nebraska. 
Finished his career with 13, which 
puts him in a tie for fourth on the 
Sooners’ all-time list. Came to OU 
as a quarterback but has not 
plaved offensively. Ray ended his 
regular-season career at Oklahoma 
with 41 tackles and broke up six 
passes in ‘79. Had four tackles and 
& pass interception, which he re- 
turned for 23 yards, against lowa 
in the season opener, His best day 
in total tackles came against Tulsa 
when he had five unassisted and 
two assisted stops and returned his 
lone interception for 31 yards. This 
set up OL's first TD of the game. 
Had only one tackle but broke up 
three passes mn the Kansas fame. 
One of his tipped passes ended a 


stalled Jayhawk drive deep in OU 
territory. Had four tackles in the 
Colorado clash. Against Missouri, 
Ray broke his final pass of the 
season and had five total tackles 
— four solo — before he was in- 
jured. Chasing Tiger quarterback 
Phil Bradley, on a 68-yard touch- 
down romp by Bradley, Ray pulled 
a hamstring and-was forced to 
miss the season finale with Ne- 
braska. Ray averaged 37.1 yards- 
per-punt on eight kicks and had a 
long punt of 43 yards against 
Tulsa. His kickoffs, a chore he in- 
herited in the middle of the sea- 
son, usually traveled out of the 
end zone. 


The Ray Record 


Total 

Tackle Int. Return Punt Ave. 
1976 » () () () 
1977 a2: 76 h 47.4 
1978 41 7 99 28 38.9 
1979 41 4 10] 8 37.1 


Totals 119 13 276 41 939.6 


14 Babe 


6-2. 197, Sr., Ada 


An experienced and versatile 
player, Babb has played every po- 
sition in the defensive backfield. 
Has tremendous mental toughness 
and plays hard. Had 21 tackles in 
the season as well as breaking up 
(Wo passes, recovering one fumble 
and intercepting one pass. Babb 
had four tackles against the Col- 
orado Buffaloes in OU's 49-24 win 
in Norman and added two more 
against the Wildcats of Kansas 
State. His biggest day statistically 
came in the win over Kansas, in 
which Babb made four tackles, one 





Mike Babb 
for a four-yard loss, and recovered 
a fumble. His fumble recovery at 
the KU 34 led to a Mike Keeling 
field goal that staked the Sooners 
to a 3-0 lead. Of his four stops in 
the Missouri game, one was a big 
third down play in which Babb 
forced the Tigers to attempt a field 
goal after making a solo tackle on 
Gerry Ellis. But he saved his best 
game for last. As he did in 1977 
when he recovered an on-sides 
kick to set up Uwe von 
Schamann’s winning field goal 
against Ohio State, Babb came 
through in the clutch against the 
Cornhuskers. With Nebraska driv- 
ing and on its own 38 yard line, 
Babb intercepted a Jeff Quinn pass 
and returned it five yards to end 
the last "Husker threat. It was his 
first pass theft of the season. 

The Babb Record: 


Total Fumble Pass 
tackles Int. Rec. U8rkn up 


1976 24 0 0 0 
1977 35 3 0 0 
1978 35 a 2 0 
1979 21 1 l 2 
Totals 105 7 3 2 
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l i J re 


5-5, 180, Jr. Norman 


One of the most intelligent 
players on the Sooners squad. A 
1978 second team All-Big Eight 
Conference selection and twice an 
All-Big Eight Academic Team 
choice. Very aggressive. Made the 
switch from quarterback, which he 
played as a freshman, to defensive 
secondary successfully. A fixture 
at the corner for the Sooners. 
Began the season with four tackles 
against lowa and ended the season 
with 21 total tackles and four pas- 
ses broken up. Jimerson’s sole pass 
interception came against Ok- 
lahoma State when he pulled down 
a John Doerner pass in the end 
zone at the half that prevented a 
sure touchdown. Jimerson also 
saved the Sooners in the Missouri 
game, when he stopped what 
looked to be a successful attempt 
for a two-point conversion that 
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would have tied the game at 
94-al]. With the ball almost in the 
grasp of the Tiger tight end, 
Jimerson hit the receiver's arm 
and popped the ball loose. Jay is 
the son of Don Jimerson, assistant 
athletic director. 


The Jimerson Record 


Total Fumble 

Tackles Int. Rec. 

1977 10 0 0 
1978 42 a a 





Basil 
Banks 


17 


5-11, 177, Jr.. Galveston, Tex. 


One of the biggest playmakers 
in the defensive secondary the last 
two seasons. Led the secondary in 
tackles, with 60, in 1978 and was 
second to Sherwood Taylor in ‘79, 
recording 50 stops. Also broke up 


four passes in the year. But Banks’ 
talents went beyond defense. His 
260 yards on 17 punt returns, an 
average of 15.3 yards a return, 
was second best in the nation. Had 
five tackles, for a two yard loss, in 
the Tulsa victory, four and a 
broken up pass against Colorado, 
and six tackles, five of them unas- 
sisted, against Texas. Had three 
unassisted stops and one assist in 
the Kansas State win. He also had 
a big 40-yard punt return in the 
Colorado clash. Along with three 
tackles in the OSU game, Basil 
ran back four punts for 49 yards. 
One of his biggest days of the year 
came against Kansas, yet he had 
but one tackle. Six punt returns 
for 106 yards, his highest total of 
the vear, boosted him to the 
number one spot in the NCAA in 
the category, Basil's biggest game 
of the season came in the Sooners’ 
squeaker over Missouri. He was 
credited with 14 tackles, 11 unas- 
sisted, and was nominated by the 
coaching staff as the Sooners’ De- 
fensive Player of the Week in the 
Big Eight Conference, Along with 
the tackles, Banks had one pass 
broken up, one punt return for 
seven vards and two kick off re- 
turns for 30 yards. He ended the 
season with two tackles in the 
Nebraska game. 


The Banks Record: 


Total Fumble 

tackles Int Rec, 

L977 i] 2 0 
1978 60 | 2 
1979 50 0 0 
Totals 119 : 2 





Byron 
Paul 


6-1, 187, So., Altus 


) 


One in the talented corps of de- 
fensive backs the Sooners can 
count on to play any of the secon- 
dary positions. Paul was a starter 
as a freshman until he was injured 
and forced to sit out the year as a 
red shirt. Came back the next sea- 
son and recorded 24 tackles and 
was a top-notch cornerback for 
Bobby Proctor. Played sparingly in 
‘79, due to the depth in the defen- 
sive backfield. Had nine tackles, 
one pass interception, one pass 
broken up, and ne fumble recov- 
ery. His best game of the season 
came against Rice, when the rangy 
sophomore had two tackles, one 
pass theft, and a fumble recovery, 
The pass interception set up the 
Sooners’ eighth touchdown of the 
game. He broke up another pass 
against Kansas to go with two 
tackles, 
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The Paul Record: 


Total Fumble 
Tackles Int. Rec. 
1978 24 0 0 


1979 : 
otals 33 1 1 





Sherwood 
Taylor 





6-1, 189, Sr., Ada 


One of the 1979 Co-Captains, 
Taylor is a coach's dream. Very in- 
telligent and is described by his 
defensive secondary coach, Bobby 
Proctor, as a “Coach on the field”. 
Led the secondary in total tackles 
with 61 in ‘79, including 43 unas- 
sisted, Also had five tackles for 22 
yards in losses, intercepted a pass, 
and broke up four more. Had his 
biggest game of the year, statisti- 
cally, in the season opener with 
Iowa. Taylor had 11 tackles, 10 
unassisted, and intercepted a pass 
which he returned for 13 yards 
early in the first quarter. Had four 
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tackles and broke up a pass in the 
Tulsa win, and had another pass 
broken up and assisted on two 
tackles against Rice. A six-vard 
sack of Colorado quarterback Bill 
Solomon temporarily stalled a 
Golden Buffalo drive at the OU 17, 
Led the secondary in tackles in the 
Texas game with 7. Added a three 
yard loss and three tackles against 
Kansas State. Had five stops in 
the win over lowa State and his 
play on a pass in the Oklahoma 
State game helped preserve for a 
time the shut-out hopes the Soon- 
ers had until the Cowboys scored 
late in the game. Had six tackles, 
two of which were for seven yards 
in losses, in the KU win. One of 
his stops behind the line forced a 
Javhawk fumble that led to the 
Sooners last TD of the game. 
Against Missouri, Taylor's tackle 
of Gerry Ellis late in the fourth 
quarter prevented what looked 
like a sure touchdown. Mizzou 
went on to miss a 37-yard field 
goal attempt and OU won 24-22. 
He ended his career at OU in the 
Nebraska win with five stops, one 
for an eight-yard loss, and broke 
up a pass, 


The Taylor Record: 


Total Fumbles 

Tackles Int. Rec. 

1977 36 ] 1 
1975 24 2 0) 
1979 61 1 0 
Total 121 4 l 


against Nebraska in the Sooners’ 
last game, Became the first OU 
player since 1968 to go both ways 
this season, sharing time at split 
end and defensive back. As a re- 
ceiver, Hebert caught two passes 
for 11 yards. Defensively, he had 
26 total tackles and one intercep- 
tion, as well as breaking up three 
enemy aerials. Had three tackles 
and a pass theft against lowa 
State that prevented the Cyclones 
from scoring just before halftime. 
Led the defensive secondary in 
tackles with four against K-State, 
and had five stops in the Rice win, 
along with catching a Watts pass 
for a first down, Hebert also plays 





Bud baseball at OU and in the 1979 
: season set a school record by hit- 
33 Hebert ting three home runs in one game, 

gd. 16k Ge waaninek TAX The Hebert Record 
. Total Fumble Kicks 
One of the most versatile ath- Tackles Int. Ree.Blocked 
letes on the Sooners team. Hebert 1976 29 0 0 2 
has started virtually every defen- 1977 16 | 0 1 

sive secondary spot in his four 1978 (red shirt) 

years at OU. Started at free safety 1979 26 ] 0 0 
in place of the injured Darrol Ray Totals 71 2 0 3 


Oklahoma's All-America Selections 
Associated Press—Billy Sims, George Cumby 
United Press International—Sims, Cumby 
Football Writers Association of America—Sims, Cumby 
Walter Camp Foundation—Sims, Cumby 
Kodak—Sims, Cumby 
Sporting News—Sims, Cumby 
Newspaper Enterprise Association—Sims, Cumby 
Football News—Sims, Cumby 
Oklahoma's All-Big Eight Selections 
Associated Press — Offense — Billy Sims, Louis Oubre, Paul Tabor: 
Defense — George Cumby, John Goodman, Darrol Ray. (Sims was offen- 
sive player of the year. Cumby was defensive player of the year. Tackle 
Keith Gary was defensive newcomer of the year.) 
United Press International — Offense — Billy Sims, Louis Oubre, Paul 
Tabor; Defense — George Cumby, John Goodman, Darrol Ray. (Sims 


was offensive player of the year. Cumby was defensive player of the 
year.) 
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NUMERICAL ROSTER 


*Watts, J. C., QB, 5-11, 191, Jr., Eufaula 
***Aay, Darrol, FS-P, 6-2, 208, Sr., Killeen, Tex. 
**Taton, Bruce, DE, 6-4, 213, Sr.. Tulsa 
Haworth, Steve, DB, 6-0, 168, Fr., Durant 
*Phelps, Kelly, QB, 5-11, 182, Soph., Oklahoma City 
Shepard, Darrell, QB, 5-11, 180, Soph., Odessa, Tex. 
Hoge, John, K, 5-11, 190, Fr., Dallas, Tex. 
Bishop, Bobby, SS, 6-3, 193, Fr., Farmersville, Tex. 
***Nixon, Freddie, HB-SE-PR, 5-11, 195, Sr., Miami, Fla. 
Grayson, Bobby, SE, 5-11, 172, Soph., Beggs 
Dillard, Phillip, OB, 5-11, 170, Fr., Texarkana, Ark. 
***Babb, Mike, CB, 6-2, 199, Sr., Ada 
**Jimerson, Jay, CB, 5-9, 180, Jr., Norman 
songy, Darrell, OB, 6-0, 185, Fr., New Orleans, La. 
**Banks, Basil, CB, 5-11, 184, Jr., Galveston, Tex. 
sitton, Ken, DB, 6-4, 196, Jr., Marshall, Tex. 
***Sims, Billy, HB, 6-0, 210, Sr., Hooks, Tex. 
*Shepard, Woodie, RB, 5-10, 205, Jr., Odessa, Tex. 
*=Overstreet, David, HB, 5-11, 197, Jr., Big Sandy, Tex. 
Young, Herbert, DB, 6-1, 200, Fr., Garland, Tex. 
“Lowell, Gary, DB, 6-0, 180, Soph., Sherman, Tex. 
***Burget, Barry, DE, 6-3, 221, Sr., Stroud 
*Paul, Byron, CB, 6-1, 188, Soph., Altus 
***Cumby, George, LB, 6-0, 211, Sr., Gorman, Tex. 
Downing, Dwayne, QB-S, 6-0, 177, Fr.. Vinita 
Coleman, Royce, FB, 6-0, 190, Fr., Plainview, Tex. 
**Taylor, Sherwood, SS, 6-1, 196, Sr., Ada 
Wilson, Stanley, FB, 6-0, 193, Fr., Carson, Calif. 
**Hebert, Bud, FS-SE, 6-0, 186, Sr.. Beaumont, Tex. 
"McKim, Jay, AB, 5-11, 194, Jr., Denver, Colo. 
Jones, Randy, HB, 5-11, 180, Soph., Crescent 
*** Dittman, Barry, LB, 6-0, 202, Sr.. Houston, Tex. 
**Sellmyer, Greg, DE, 6-2, 205, Sr., Amarillo, Tex. 
Winters, Chet, RB, 6-1, 190, Fr., Jacksonville, Ark. 
*Joyner, Barry, FB, 6-1, 205, Jr., Killeen, Tex. 
Ledbetter, Weldon, FB, 6-2, 210, Fr., St. Louis, Mo. 
Fontenette, Johnny, FB, 6-1, 195, Fr., St. Martinville, La. 
Goodlow, Daryl, RB, 6-3, 215, Fr., Maplewood, Mo. 
*Coast, Mike, LB, 5-11, 204, Jr., Bartlesville 
Castleberry, Mike, LB-RB, 6-1, 190, Fr., Denison, Tex. 
*Reilly, Mike, LB, 6-3, 220, Soph., Miami, Fla. 
Bechtold, Bill, C, 6-4, 231, Jr., Midwest City 
**Lucky, Mark, C, 5-11, 245, Jr., Rosenberg, Tex. 
smith, Reggie, LB, 6-2, 206, Fr., Houston, Tex. 
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54 Whiteley, Ron, C, 6-4, 215, Fr., Edmond 

55 Ormand, Kevin, OT, 6-8, 232, Fr., Ponca City 

56 Williams, Dewey. DE, 6-1, 205, Jr., Bartlesville 

57 Whaley, Steve, OE, 6-3, 193, Soph., Cleveland 

58 Charles, Darrel, DE, 6-2, 210, Fr., St. Martinville, La. 
59 *Irvin, Darrell, DT, 6-4, 255, Sr., Pawhuska 

60 Key, Don, OG, 6-2, 245, Fr., Pasadena, Tex. 

61 Culver, Ed, OG, 6-3, 265, Jr., Tahlequah 

62 Jones, Jim, DT, 6-5, 228, Jr., Turpin 

63 Parker, Paul, DT, 6-3, 290, Fr., Tulsa 

64 Moore, Frank, OT, 6-3, 247, Jr., Millwood 

65 Tynes, Jack, OG, 6-3, 245, Fr., Highland Park, Tex. 
66 *Oubre, Louis, OT, 6-4, 262, Jr., New Orleans, La. 
67 Angel, Keith, DT, 6-3, 242, Sr., Kirkwood, Mo. 

68 Slater, Bob, DT, 6-4, 205, Fr., Tulsa 

69 *Carner, Jim, OG, 6-4, 273, Jr., Tulsa 

70 Mitchell, Kelly, OT, 6-4, 235, Soph., Sallisaw 

71 Holmes, Steve, OT, 6-5, 230, Fr., Yukon 

72 ***Goodman, John, DT, 6-5, 256, Sr., Garland, Tex. 
73 **Tabor, Paul, C, 6-4, 252, Sr., Houston, Tex. 

74 Ferguson, Glenn, OT, 6-7, 245, Fr., Owasso 

75 Crouch, Terry, OG, 6-1, 269, Soph., Dallas, Tex. 
76 Williams, Steve, OG, 6-2, 268, Fr., Lakewood, Colo. 
77 Graham, Elbert, OT, 6-4, 261, Fr., Greenville, Tex. 
78 *Dawson, Scott, DT, 6-2, 251, Soph., Shawnee 

81 *Cobbs, John, TE, 6-2, 235, Sr., Del City 

82 **Valora, Forrest, TE, 6-0, 230, Jr., Phoenix, Ariz. 

83 Joyce, Mike, DE, 6-2, 216, Sr., Lakewood, Colo. 

85 Cross, Rickey, DE, 6-3, 221, Jr., Rockwall, Tex. 

88 Weddington, Mike, TE, 6-2, 204, Fr., Temple, Tex. 
89 McDonough, Kevin, DE, 6-2, 221, Soph., St. Louis, Mo. 
$0 Blake, John, NG, 6-0, 232, Fr., Sand Springs 

92 Gary, Keith, DT, 6-3, 253, Jr., Washington, D.C. 

95 *Lewis, Johnnie, NG-DT, 6-1, 216, Soph., Carol City, Fla. 
96 **Turner, Richard, NG-DT, 6-1, 224, Jr., Edmond 

98 Couch, Jeff, MG, 6-3, 219, Sr., Cordell 

99 Keeling, Michael, K-E, 6-3, 196, Fr., Dallas, Tex. 


*No. of Letters 


Duplicate Numbers 


2 Saunier, Randy 27 Johnson, James 55 Raley. John 
8 Hardin, Robert 29 Van Osdol, Scott 69 Agent, Ricky 
11 Legg, Jerry 31 Oathout, Wes 72 Lewis, Gary 
12 Alexander, Jerry § 35 McDonald, Jeff 87 Mackey, Ron 
14 Crable, Jim 41 Johnson, Wallace 89 Jenkins, David 
16 Shores, Phillip 49 Howard, James 90 Elrod, Bobby 
21 Erickson, Bob 51 Foley, Mark 91 Jacobs, Jay 
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ALPHABETICAL 
ROSTER 


Agent, Ricky 
Alexander, Jerry 
Babb, Mike, CB 
Banks, Basil, CB 
Bechtold, Bill, C 
Bishop, Bobby, DB 
Blake, John, NG 
Burget, Barry, DE 
Carner, James, OG 


Castleberry, Michael, LB-RB 


Coast, Mike, LB 
Cobbs, John, TE 
Coleman, Royce, FB 
Couch, Jeff, MG 
Crable, Jim, SE 
Cross, Ricky, DE 


. Crouch, Terry, OG 


Culver, Ed, OG 
Cumby, George, LB 
Dawson, Scott, DT 
Dillard, Phillip, QB 
Dittman, Barry, LB 
Downing, Dwayne, QB-S 
Elrod, Bobby, DE 
Erickson, Bob, FS 
Ferguson, Glenn, OT 
Foley, Mark, LB 
Fontenette, Johnny, FB 
Gary, Keith, DT 
Goodlow, Daryl, RB 
Goodman, John, DT 
Graham, Elbert, OT 
Grayson, Bobby, SE 
Hardin, Robert. SE 
Haworth, Steve, DB 
Hebert, Bud, FS-SE 
Hoge, John, K 
Holmes, Steve, OT 
Howard, James, FB 
Irvin, Darrell, DT 
Jacobs, Jay, OG 
Jenkins, David, DE 
Jimerson, Jay, CB 


“27 
“41 


Johnson, James, FS 
Johnson, Wallace, DE 
Jones, Jim, OG 
Joyner, Barry, FB 
Keeling, Michael, K-TE 
Key, Don, OG 
Ledbetter, Weldon, FB 
Legg, Jerry, CB 

Lewis, Gary, OG 
Lewis, Johnnie, DT-NG 
Lovelady, Mike, CB 
Lucky, Mark, C 
Mackey, Ron, LB 
McDonald, Jeff, CB 
McDonough, Kevin, DE 
McKim, Jay, HB 
Mitchell, Kelly, OT 
Moore, Frank, OT 


Nixon, Freddie, HB-SE-PR 


Oathout, Wes, SS 
Ormand, Kevin, OT 
Oubre, Louis, OT 
Overstreet, David, HB 
Parker, Paul, OT 
Paul, Byron, DB 
Phelps, Kelly, QB 
Raley, John, OG 
Ray, Darrol, FS 
Reilly, Mike, LB 
Saunier, Randy, QB 
sellmyer, Greg, DE 
shepard, Darrell, OB 
shepard, Woodie, RB 
Shores, Phillip, SE 

Sims, Billy, RB 

Sitton, Ken, DB 


| Slater, Bob, OT 


Smith, Reggie, LB 
Songy, Darrell, DB 
Tabor, Paul, C 

Taton, Bruce, DE 
Taylor, Sherwood, SS 
Turner, Richard, DT-NG 


82 Valora, Forrest, TE 76 Williams, Steve, OG 


*29 Van Osdol, Scott, CB 32 Wilson, Stanley, FB 
1 Watts, J. C., QB 40 Winters, Chet, HB 
88 Weddington, Mike, TE 23 Young, Herbert, OB 

97 Whaley, Steve, DE 
54 Whiteley, Ron, C *—Duplicate Numbers. 


56 Williams, Dewey, DE-LB 





FRESHMAN FLYER. Stanley Wilson, the only true freshman in the Sooner start- 
ing lineup, gains yardage against lowa State. Wilson finished the regular season 
with 491 yards rushing and two touchdowns. 
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Barry Switzer is college foot- 
ball’s winningest coach. His rec- 
ord is 72-7-2, the best in the na- 
tion for those coaching five years 
or more. His teams have never 
finished out of the top ten in the 
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national rankings. He has directed 
The University of Oklahoma to 
two national championships, has 
won three of four bowl games, and 
has won or shared the Big Eight 
title every year since he took over 
as head coach in 1973. 

Additionally, he has piled up 
some impressive personal honors, 
These include being named Coach 
of the Year by the Walter Camp 
Football Foundation, Big Eight 
Conference Coach of the Year, 
NCAA District Five Coach of the 
Year, and other Coach of the Year 
awards from the Washington 
Pigskin Club, Football News, The 
Sporting News, Playboy Magazine, 
the Associated Press and United 
Press International. 

Under his direction, the Sooners 
won 28 games in a row and went 
37 games without a loss from 1973 
to 1975. When thev won their sec- 
ond national championship follow- 
ing the 1975 season, it marked the 
first time in history a team had 
won back-to-back titles more than 
once, 

Switzer'’s first team in 1973 was 
unbeaten and ranked third in the 
final polls. In 1974. the Sooners 
had a perfect 11-0 record and were 
named national champions. They 
also led the nation in total offense 
(507.7), rushing (438.8) and scor- 
ing (43 points per game). They 
permitted opponents an average of 
only 8.4 points, 131 vards rushing 
and 231.5 total offense, all tops in 
the Big Eight. 

In 1975, OU won its second con- 
secutive national championship 
following a 14-6 win = over 
Michigan in the Orange Bowl. In 


1976, Switzer molded a young, in- 
experienced team to championship 
caliber, and after some rough mo- 
ments in the middle of the season 
the Sooners roared to another Big 
Eight crown and a trip to the 
Fiesta Bowl where they pounded 
Wvyoming, 41-7. The Sooners led 
the nation in rushing again in 
1977 (328.9) as they took the Big 
Eight title to the Orange Bowl 
with them. In 1978, OU led the 
national collegiate statistics in 
rushing (4,709) and scoring (440 
points) and was second in total of- 
fense on the way to a fourth 
straight bowl game, another 
Orange Bowl] victory, this time 
over Nebraska, 31-24. Switzer's 
1979 squad overcame inexperience 
in the offensive line to post 
another conference championship 
and finish second in the nation in 
rushing and scoring. 

Barry Switzer was born in Cros- 
sett, Arkansas, October 5, 1937. 
He was graduated from Crossett 
High School in 1955 and from the 
University of Arkansas with a 
B.A. in Business Administration 
in 1960. While at Arkansas, he 
played center and linebacker for 
the 1957, ‘58 and ‘59 teams and 
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SACK TIME. Linebacker George Cumby sacks the quarterback in the Colorado 


was elected captain in his senior 
year. That was also the year Ar- 
kansas was Southwest Conference 
champion and Gator Bowl] winner. 

After serving in the army one 
vear, 1961, Switzer returned to 
Arkansas as coach of the "“B" 
team. In 1962 and ‘63, he coached 
the "B” team and scouted for the 
Razorbacks. In 1964 and '65 he 
took charge of the offensive ends, 
and in 1966 came to Oklahoma as 
offensive line coach under Jim 
Mackenzie. When Chuck Fair- 
banks became head coach follow- 
ing Mackenzie’s death in April, 
1967, Switzer was named offensive 
co-ordinator. In 1970 he took on 
the additional responsibility of as- 
sistant head coach. He completed 
his journey to the top when he ac- 
cepted the position of head coach 
early in 1973. 

Switzer is married to the former 
Kay McCollum of Stuttgart, Ar- 
kansas. They have three children: 
Greg, born October 5, 1968; Kathy, 
born September 6, 1969; and Doug, 
born September 27, 1972. 

His hobbies include fishing and 
golf. He is a member of the Baptist 
Church. 


game, an example of the kind of play that earned him consensus All-America 


honors in 1979. 
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Merv Johnson 
Asst. Head Coach 
Offensive Line 


Periop aT OkKLAHOMA—Came to 
OU, Jan. 25, 1979, from Notre 
Dame where he had served as as- 
sistant head coach and offensive 
co-ordinator. 

RESPONSIBILITY —Agsistant head 
coach in charge of the offensive 
line. 

Previous CoacnuinGc EXPERIENCE 
_ High School: None. 
Collegiate: Graduate assistant 
coach, University of Arkansas, 
1955-69; assistant coach, Univer- 
sity of Missouri, 1960-61; offensive 
line coach, University of Arkansas, 
1962-1970; defensive co-ordinator, 
University of Arkansas, 1971-72; 
offensive co-ordinator, University 
of Arkansas, 1973-74; assistant 
head coach and offensive co- 
ordinator, Notre Dame, 1975-78. 

PLAYING Expertence — High 
School: Earned four letters in 


Oe 2a 





48 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 





football and two each in basketball! 
and track at King City, Missouri. 
during a career that spanned 1950 
through 1953. He made all state 
as a tackle in 1953 and captained 
his football team in his senior 
year. Collegiate: Earned two let- 
ters as both an offensive and de- 
fensive tackle in 1956 and 1957 at 
the University of Missouri. He was 
named to the all conference team 
in 1957. Served as co-captain in 
his senior year and played in the 
Blue-Gray all star game, Was also 
named to the All-Big Seven 
academic team. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION — Born 
May 16, 1936, King City, Mis- 
sourl, Graduated King City high 
school, 1954. Graduated from the 
University of Missouri with a B.S. 
degree in 1958. Was named to the 
“Who's Who" of American Colleges 
and Universities in 1957 and 1958, 
Married Cynthia Dew, Mountain 
Home, Arkansas, June 12, 1960, 
Has three children, Janet, born 
Nov. 6, 1964; Jeff. born March 3, 
1965; and Jill. born Sept. 15, 1970. 
Hobbies: fishing, golf, hunting. 
Church: Methodist. 


Galen Hall 
Offense 
Co-ordinator 


Peniop at OKLAHOMA—Assumed 
his new position when Barry Swit- 
zer replaced Chuck Fairbanks, 
Feb. 1, 1973. Possesses one of the 
most inventive offensive minds in 
football, Served as receiver coach 
at Oklahoma for seven years after 
Joining the staff in 1966, Came 
from West Virginia where he 
coached the backs and ends. 

RESPONSIBILITY—offensive co- 
ordinator in charge of offensive 
backs 





Galen Hall 


Previous CoacuinGe ExpERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
1964-65 coached offensive back- 
field and ends at West Virginia 
under Head Coach Gene Corum. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: 1955-56-57 quarterbacked 
Williamsburg, Pa. All-Pennsylvan- 
la prep quarterback 1957. Also let- 
tered 4 years in basketball and 4 
in baseball. Collegiate: played 
1959-60-61 for Coach Rip Engle at 
Penn State, starting at quarter- 
back last two years. Hall played in 
three bowl games, all won by his 
team. As a sophomore, he passed 
19 yards off a fake field goal 
formation for the lone touchdown 
of Penn State's 7-0 victory over 
Alabama in the 1959 Liberty 
Bowl. As a junior, he quarter- 
backed Penn State's 42-19 triumph 
over Oregon in the 1960 Liberty 
Bowl. As a senior he threw three 
touchdown passes in the 1961 
Gator Bowl during Penn State's 
30-15 romp over Georgia Tech and 
was voted the outstanding player. 





Professional: 1962 quarterback 
with Washington Redskins, 1963 
quarterback with New York Jets. 

PERSONAL INro—born Aug. 14, 
1940 at Altoona, Pa. Graduated 
1958 from Williamsburg, Pa, high 
school, Graduated 1962 with B.S. 
in physical education from Penn 
State. Children: Richard Alan and 
Kelly Jo. Hobby: golf. Nationality: 
English. Church: Lutheran. 

MIscELLANEOUS — A good part 
of the credit for Oklahoma's offen- 
sive successes over the past few 
seasons can be given to Galen 
Hall, Ever since the days he led 
Penn State to three consecutive 
bowl appearances as quarterback, 
Hall has had the knack of making 
offensive systems work. 

During recent years OU teams 
have led the nation in rushing, 
scoring, and total offense, 

His 1978 OU offense led the na- 
tion in scoring with a 40-points 
per game average and in rushing 
with 427.5 yards per game. His 
1977 offense led the nation in 
rushing with an average of 328.9 a 
game. 

Bread and butter running plays 
have been featured, but when 
enemy defenses stack the line of 
scrimmage Hall always seems to 
have a trick play up his sleeve. 

An example of his inventiveness 
came in 1976 in the closing game 
of the regular season against Neb- 
raska. The Sooners trailed 17-7 
going into the fourth quarter of 
the contest for a share of the con- 
ference championship. A couple of 
standard wishbone option plays 
with some superb running by 
Horace Ivory and Elvis Peacock 
narrowed the gap to 17-13 with 12 
minutes to play, but the stingy 
Husker defense allowed the Soon- 
ers only four offensive plays in the 
next nine minutes, 
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Starting on the OU 16 with just 
over three minutes to go Hall pul- 
led his first trick, a halfback pass 
from Woodie Shepard to Steve 
Rhodes that was good for 47 yards. 
The Sooners returned to standard 
plays on the next three snaps and 
ground out a first down at the 
Nebraska 25, but the next two 
plays saw the Huskers drop OU 
runners for nine yards in losses. 
Facing a third and 19 with less 
than a minute left, Hall called one 
of the rarest plays in college 
football—the flea flicker. 

Reserve quarterback Dean Ble- 
vins was brought in to throw a 
short pass to Rhodes in the flat, 
who in turn lateraled to Peacock. 
He reached the two before the 
startled defenders ran him out of 
bounds. On the next play Peacock 
scored to propel OU to victory, 
20-17. 

In the Orange Bowl game 
against Michigan Jan. 1, 1976, the 
first quarter was defensive minded 
with both teams realizing that the 
national title was up for grabs. 

The second quarter started out 
much the same way with neither 
offense able to sustain a drive. 
With 7:19 left in the half the 
Sooners started on their own 20 
and ran four straight bread and 
butter running plays. On the fifth, 
quarterback Steve Davis, who was 
to be named the offensive player of 
the game, hit split end Tinker 
Owens on a fly pattern down the 
middle for 40 yards and a first 
down on the Michigan 39. Before 
the Wolverines could catch their 
breath. Hall called one of his favo- 
rite plays, the end around. Billy 
Brooks took a perfect pitch from 
Davis coming around from his 
split end position, juked one de- 
fender and sped the final yards for 
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the touchdown. The Sooners went 
on to win 14-6 and capture their 
second straight national champ- 
ionship. 

In the 1974 Texas game, the 
Sooners were trailing, 13-7 in the 
fourth quarter. Hopes for an unde- 
feated season were on the line as 
OU faced a third down and 7 and 
needed a big play. Hall called for 
the end-around or reverse. With 
the flow of the play headed left, 
Billy Brooks swooped right and 
took the pitch from quarterback 
Steve Davis. Texas was caught 
moving the other way. Brooks 
turned the end and rambled 40 
yards for the touchdown to tie the 
score. 

Coach Hal] is given credit for 
transforming Davis from an un- 
known redshirt into the starting 
signal caller with a career won- 
lost record of 32 victories and only 
one defeat. 

Hall’s 1973 offense led the Big 
Eight conference in rushing (361.4 
yards average), total offense 
(453.3) and scoring (36.4 points). 
Halfback Joe Washington was the 
league’s leading rusher with an 
average of 106.6 yards and both 
Washington and fullback Waymon 
Clark rushed for over a thousand 
yards. 

Right guard Terry Webb, right 
tackle Mike Vaughan and left 
halfback Joe Washington were 
1975 all-Americans and Vaughan 
repeated in the 1976 season. 

His 1978 offensive backfield may 
be the best ever at OU. Halfback 
Billy Sims, all-American Heisman 
trophy winner as a junior, led the 
nation in rushing with 1,762 yards 
and scoring with 20 touchdowns 
this season. He also became the 
leading rusher in Big Eight Con- 
ference history and broke Greg 


Pruitt’s 1971 OU record of 1,665. 

Hall, formerly OU's receiver 
coach, developed Tinker Owens, 
Billy Brooks, Wayne Hoffman, Al 
Chandler, Jon Harrison, John Car- 
roll, Steve Zabel and Eddie Hin- 
ton, all top-flight ends. 






| "1 
Rex Norris 
Defense 

Co-ordinator 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA—joined 
Sooner staff March 1, 1973. Came 
from Texas A&M where he was 
freshman coach. 

RESPONSIBILITY —defense 
ordinator. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: defensive coach 
1964-69 R. L. Turner High School, 
Carrollton, Tex, State AAAA 
semi-finalists 1966, Junior Col- 
lege: defensive coach Navarro 
Junior College, Corsicana, Tex., 
1970-71 (1970 11-1, won Wool 
Bowl). Collegiate: freshman line 
coach Texas A&M 1972 (4-1). 

PLrayinc Exrerience—High 
School: Guard-linebacker at San 


co- 


Angelo, Tex., under coach Bob 
Harrell. Junior College: San An- 
gelo Junior College, San Angelo, 
Tex., 1958, 1960, under coach Max 
Bumgardner. Collegiate: East 
Texas State at Commerce, Tex., 
1961-62 under coach J. V. "Siki” 
Sikes. Captain East Texas State 
football team 1962. Juco all- 
American at San Angelo JC 1960. 
Played in Hospitality Bow] 1960. 

Persona. Inro—born Dec. 10, 
1939, at Tipton, Ind. Graduated 
1958 from San Angelo high school. 
Graduated 1964 with M.Ed. from 
East Texas State of Commerce. 
Married Judy Vossier and has 3 
children, Whitney Rae (14), Rex 
Jr. (13), and Lisa (9). Hobby: golf. 
Church: Methodist. Member of Phi 
Delta Kappa, honorary scholastic 
organization, and Kappa Alpha 
fraternity. 

MISCELLANEOUsS— Norris joined 
the Sooner staff in the spring of 
‘73 and helped develop All- 
America middle guard Lucious 
Selmon, a finalist in the Vince 
Lombardi voting for the best line- 
man in college football. With Luci- 
ous in the middle and Dewey and 
Leroy at tackles, Oklahoma 
flashed one of the best interior 
lines in the country in "7d. 

During the 1974 season, Dewey 
and Leroy and Jimbo Elrod helped 
the Sooners rank among the 
nation’s best in defense against 
scoring (8.6). 

In 1975 OU's defensive line 
ruled the line of scrimmage all 
year long. The Sooners shut down 
some of the most potent offenses in 
the nation. Leroy was awarded 
both the Outland Trophy and the 
Vince Lombardi Award as the 
nation’s outstanding interior line- 
man. Dewey and Jimbo Elrod were 
both named to numerous all- 
American teams. 
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Norris’ fine 1978 line included 
two-time all-American Reggie Kin- 
law at noseguard (Kinlaw was the 
Chevrolet defensive player of the 
game in 1976 against Texas on na- 
tional TV), and Football News 
all-American Phil Tabor at tackle. 

Last season Kinlaw was an 
All-American again while Kinlaw, 
Tabor and Reggie Mathis were 
named to the All Big Eight team. 





aon 
Warren Harper 
Administrative 
Assistant and 
Linebacker Coach 


PErRiop AT OKLAHOMA — Joined 
Sooner staff Feb. 1, 1968 from 
Amarillo, Tex. high school. 

RESPONSIBILITY — linebacker 
coach and administrative assistant 
to Head Coach Barry Switzer. 
Coordinates off-season program, 
weight-lifting and conditioning 
drills, ete. 

Previous CoacHING EXPERIENCE 
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— High School: assistant 1955 at 
Victoria, Tex., 1956-7 at Orange, 
Tex., 1958-9 at Sherman, Tex., 
1960 at Amarillo, Tex. Head coach 
1961 at Sherman, Tex. (7-2-1), 
1965-6-7 at Amarillo, Tex. (8-1-1, 
6-4, 10-1). Collegiate: 1962 offen- 
sive backfield coach Texas West- 
ern, 1963-4, head coach Texas 
Western. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE—1948-49 
quarterbacked Atlanta, Ga. 
O'Keefe high school under coach 
H. L. Langston. Captained both 
football and basketball teams. 
Collegiate: 1953-4 quarterbacked 
Austin College to 8-3 and 7-3 sea- 
sons under coach Harry Buffing- 
ton. 

PERSONAL INro — born April 20, 
1932 at Atlanta, Ga. Graduated 
1950 from Atlanta O’Keefe high 
school. Graduated 1955 from Au- 
stin College with B.S. in business 
administration. Married Nov. 25, 
1955 to Gene Kyle of Sherman, 
Tex. Children: Bobby born Dec, 15, 
1956; Patty born Sept. 20, 1960. 
Hobby: golf. Nationality: English. 
Church: Methodist. 

SERVICE DATA National 
Guard 2" years, Air Force. 

MISCELLANEOUS — A 24-year 
coaching veteran, Harper has in- 
structed some great linebackers at 
OU: in 1977 and "78 Daryl Hunt 
and two-time all-American George 
Cumby; Rod Shoate, only the sec- 
ond three-time all-America in Ok- 
lahoma football history and a 
finalist for the 1974 Vince Lom- 
bardi Award for the best lineman 
in college football. 

Harper also coached Gary Gibbs 
who teamed with Shoate in 1974 
to give the Sooners a powerful 
one-two punch at linebacker. 
Other stars he has coached include 
all-Big Eight choice Steve Aycock 


and Gary Baccus, moved to deten- 
sive end after he made Football 
News’ sophomore All-American as 
a linebacker in 1970. Steve Cas- 
teel was chosen sophomore defen- 
sive player of the year in the Big 
Eight in 1968 by the Associated 
Press. 





Gary Gibbs 
Defensive Ends 


Periop AT OKLAHOMA—Jjoined OU 
staff Aug. 21, 1975. 

RESPONSIBILITY—Defensive end 
coach, formerly assisted with the 
offensive line. 


Previous COACHING EXPER- 
1ENCE—High School: none. 
Collegiate: none. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE—High 


School: Linebacker in football 
1968-69 and shortstop in baseball 
1968-69-70 at Spring Branch High 
School, Houston, Tex., under 
Coach Paul Register. Captained 
the football] team in 1969 and 
baseball in 1969 and 1970. 


Collegiate: Linebacker at OU 
under Coach Warren Harper, let- 
tering in 1972-73-74. He was a 
starter on Oklahoma’s 1974 team 
that went undefeated and won the 
national championship. 

PERSONAL INro—born Aug. 13, 
1952, in Beaumont, Tex. 
Graduated Spring Branch High 
School in Houston 1970. Received 
B.S. in Marketing in 1975 and 
Master of Business Administration 
in 1977 from University of Ok- 
lahoma. Married Jeanne E. Uber- 
man of Ft. Worth, Tex., July 31, 
1976. Hobbies: all sports, reading, 
business research. 

MisceELLANEOUs—plaved his best 
collegiate game against Nebraska 
in 1974, making 19 tackles. The 
game ended in a 28-14 victory for 
the Sooners. Was a free agent with 
the New England Patriots profes- 
sional football club in 1975. 


Bobby Proctor 
Defensive 
Backfield Coach 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA — Joined 
Sooner staff April 17, 1973. 

RESPONSIBILITY — defensive sec- 
ondary coach. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
assistant freshman coach at Ar- 
kansas 1955-56, Tennessee 1957- 
98-59-60. Defensive backfield 
coach at Georgia 1961-62-63, Mis- 
sissippi State 1964-65-66, Vander- 
bilt, 1967-68-69-70-71-72. His 1972 
Vanderbilt secondary led the na- 
tion in pass defense, limiting op- 
ponents to only 80.3 vards per 
game through the air and surren- 
dering only five touchdowns all 
season. Coached Barry Switzer as 
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Bobby Proctor 
freshman at University of Arkan- 
sas. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: lettered in football 
1948-49-50 and basketball 1949-40 
at Central High School, Helena, 
Ark. Halfback in football, guard in 
basketball. Captain football 1950. 
Collegiate: Northwest Mississippi 
Junior College at Senatobia, Miss., 
1951-52; University of Arkansas 
1953-54. Halfback and blocking 
back. Arkansas team captain 1954. 
Played in 1955 Cotton Bow! game. 

PERSONAL Inro — born Nov. 30, 
1931, Wynne, Ark. Graduated 
Central High School, Helena, Ark., 
1951. Received B.S. 1955 and M.A. 
1957 from University of Arkansas. 
Married Mary Lynn Eubanks, 
Knoxville, Tenn. Children: Johnny 
born Mar, 29, 1960; Larry, Aug. 7, 
1963: Patrick, Dec. 31, 1970. Hob- 
bies: fishing, hunting, golf, bridge. 
Church: Methodist. 

MISCELLANEOUS — A plague of 
injuries descended upon the Ok- 
lahoma defensive secondary in 
1976. Even so, Coach Proctor was 
able to band-aid together a unit 
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which intercepted a record five 
passes in the 1976 Fiesta Bowl 
and made several key fourth- 
quarter plays in the Sooner’s 20-17 
victory over Nebraska. 

Proctor came to Oklahoma in 
1973 and helped develop strong 
safety Randy Hughes into an all- 
American, also coaching players 
such as Tony and Terry Peters, 
Jerry Anderson, Clyde Powers, 
Ken Pope, Durwood Keeton, Scott 
Hill and Zac Henderson. Hender- 
son and Hill made all-conference 
in 1976. Henderson was named 
all-American in 1976 and 1977. 

Peters, who intercepted two pas- 
ses, was the outstanding defensive 
player of the Fiesta Bow]. 

His 1975 defensive secondary of 
safeties Scott Hill and Zac Hen- 
derson, cornerbacks Jerry Ander- 
son and Sidney Brown big, 


strong and physical — may have 
been the Sooners’ best ever. 


a «a 
Bill Shimek 
Running Backs 


Periop at OKLAHOMA—Joined 
Sooner staff in 1973, coming from 


Forrest City, Ark., high school 
where he was head coach. 

RESPONSIBILITY—Coaches the 
running backs. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: assistant coach, 
Little Rock, Ark., Catholic high 
school 1965, and Forrest City, 
Ark., high school 1966-67, Head 
coach at Forrest City 1968-72. His 
record at Forrest City (40-12-3), 
Collegiate: Assistant coach and 
scout at OU, 1973-76; coached re- 
ceivers at OU, 1977-78. 

PLAYING EXreRIENCE—High 
School: lettered three years each 
in football, basketball and track at 
Bald Knob, Ark., high school. 
Collegiate: four letters each in 
football and baseball, and two in 
basketball at State College of 
Arkansas, Conway, Ark. 

PERSONAL I[Nro—Born Sept. 17, 
1942, at Hald Knob, Ark. 
Graduated 1960 from Bald Knob 
high school. Received B.S. degree 
from State College of Arkansas, 
1964, and M.Ed, from University 
of Arkansas, 1965. Married to Sue 
Stewart of Dumas, Ark. Has four 
children, Kyle, Suzette, Ron and 
Amy. Hobbies: golf and fishing. 
Church: Baptist. 

MiscELLANEOUS—Arkansas all- 
state QB 1959, all-state basketball 
guard, 1960, and state high jump 
champion in track. Captained all 
three teams. Played in 1960 
Arkansas All-Star basketball 
game. Made All-AIC junior and 
senior years and NAIA AII- 
America senior year as split end- 
defensive back. Made — all- 
conference at first base on baseball 
team. Member of Alpha Chi, hon- 
orary academic fraternity. OU led 
Big Eight in touchdown passes in 
1977 while he was receiver coach. 
Was largely responsible for re- 


cruiting current standouts, Billy 
Sims, David Overstreet and J. C. 





| f | 
Wendell Mosley 
Offensive Backs 


Periop AT OKLAHOMA — Mosley 
returned to OU as a part-time 
coach of the offensive backs, Feb. 
4, 1979. He had served as an assis- 
tant with the Sooners from 1972 
through 1975 before moving to 
Texas Southern as head coach in 
1976, 

RESPONSIBILITY — 
backs. 

Previous CoACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: Football coach 
1958 (7-3). 1959 (8-2), 1960 (10-0) 
at Wharton, Texas, high school. 
Football coach at B.C. Elmore high 
school in Houston, Texas, from 
L961 through 1971 where he won 
eight district championships. His 
1969 and 1970 teams were rated 
No. 1 among Texas 3-A schools by 
Houston newspaper. Collegiate: 
Assistant coach at the University 


Offensive 
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of Oklahoma, 1972-75. Head coach 


Texas Southern University, 
1976-78. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: Lettered in football, 


basketball and track at Tyler, 
Texas, 1947-50. Collegiate: Let- 
tered four years at guard at Texas 
Southern University, 1954-57. Was 
named to the all conference team 
in his senior year. Service: Half- 
back with Eighth Army, Korea, 
1953-54. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION — Born 
May 27, 1932, Tyler, Texas. 
Graduated Emmett high school, 
Tyler, Texas, 1951. Graduated 
Texas Southern University, Hous- 
ton, Texas, 1958. Married Lois 
Lyday, Dec. 21, 1974. Has one son, 
Wendell E. Mosley, Jr. Hobbies: 
Fishing, golf. Church: Baptist. 





am 
Scott Hill 
Defensive Backs 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA — joined 
Sooner staff August 16, 1977 

RESPONSIBILITY — helps coach 
defensive backs. 


Previous CoacHING EXPERIENCE 
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— High School; none. Collegiate: 
graduate assistant defensive backs 
at Oklahoma, 1977-78. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: Lettered in football 
1970-71-72, basketball 1970-71-72, 


track 1970-71-72, and baseball 
1970-71-72 at L. D. Bell High 
School in Hurst, Tex. He was 


quarterback in football, guard in 
basketball, hurdler in track, and a 
centerfielder in baseball. He made 
all-state in football in 1971 and 
1972, and in baseball in 1972, was 
captain of the football team two 
years, and the basketball and 
baseball teams one year. Named 
the No. 1 Blue Chip quarterback 
in Texas. College: Quarterback 
1973, strong safety 1974-75-76 at 
Oklahoma, lettered all four years. 
All-Big Eight conference safety 
1976, Co-captain OU football team 
1976. Professional: played safety 
six months for Washington Red- 
skins, Washington, D.C. 

PERSONAL INro — Born Jan. 12, 
1954, at Brownwood, Tex. 
Graduated L. D. Bell High School 
at Hurst, Tex., 1972, Graduated in 
public relations at Oklahoma 
summer of 1978. Church: Baptist. 
Hobbies: backgammon, hunting, 
skiing, 

MISCELLANEOUS — High School 
Academic All-American. Bobby 
Proctor, OU's secondary coach, 
said of Hill, “He's the ideal player 
to coach. He's given up more than 
most of our guys by agreeing to 
switch from quarterback to strong 
safety.” The 1975 defensive secon- 
dary of safeties Hill and Zac Hen- 
derson and cornerbacks Jerry An- 
derson and Sidney Brown may 
have been the Sooners’ best ever. 
Was primarily responsible for re- 
cruiting Stanley Wilson, Herbert 
Young, Royce Coleman and Mike 
Keeling. 





Lucious Selmon 

. 
Assistant Coach 
Periop at OKLAHOMA — Joined 
Oklahoma staff Jan, 15, 1976. 

Responsipitity — Assisting with 
the defensive line, primarily 
noseguards. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none, Collegiate: 
none, 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: lettered in football 
1968-69-70, basketball 1969, track 
1968-69-70 at Eufaula. Okla., 
High School. Collegiate: lettered 
at middle guard at Oklahoma 
1971-72-73 under coaches Chuck 
Fairbanks and Barry Switzer. 
Professional: played defensive 
tackle with Memphis Southmen of 
the World Football League in 
1974. 

Persona Ineo — Born Mar. 15, 
1951, at Eufaula, Okla. Graduated 
Eufaula High School in 1970. 
Graduated University of Ok- 
lahoma with Bachelor in Special 
Education 1974, Married to 


Clarice Lawson of Spencer, Okla. 
Daughter: Rae Shawn. Son: Luci- 
ous III. Church: Baptist. 

MISCELLANEOUS — 1973 consen- 
sus all-American middle guard, 
Miami Touchdown Club's College 
Player of the Year 1973, Chevrolet 
Defensive Player of the Year 1973, 
Family Weekly Magazine's Best 
Lineman in the Country 1973, 
finalist for the Vince Lombardi 
Award and runnerup for the Out- 
land Trophy 1973, Big Eight Ath- 
lete of the Year 1973, all-Big 
Eight 1972 and 1973, Sooner tri- 
captain 1973. During Selmon’s 
three years the Sooners were 
32-2-1. 

Outstanding Defensive Player in 
1974 Hula Bowl, playing three 
quarters of the game and making 
13 tackles and 5 assists. Played in 
1973 Senior Bowl. 

Oldest of three Selmon brothers 
to star in football at OU. Brothers 
Leroy and Dewey were also all- 
Americans. Leroy won the Outland 
Trophy and Vince Lombardi 
Awards in 1975. Their mother, 
Mrs. Jessie Selmon, recalls that 
Lucious was the leader of the trio. 
“He was always the boss,” she 
claims. 


Mike Jones 
Offensive 
Receivers 

Periop aT OKLAHOMA—Joined the 
Sooner staff as a part-time coach, 
Aug. 1, 1978. 

RESPONSI BILITY—Helps coach the 
offensive receivers, 

Previous CoacnHING EXPpERI- 
ENCE — High School: Served as 
offensive coordinator at Putnam 
City West High School in Ok- 
lahoma City for five years, 
1973-77, during which time team 
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Mike Jones 


won two state championships. 
Collegiate: Served as part-time 


eoach at Oklahoma in 1978. 
Helped with the offensive backs. 
PLAYING EXPERIENCE—High 
School: Lettered three years in 
football, basketball and track at 
Crooked Oak High School in Ok- 
lahoma City. Made all-State at 
quarterback and captained his 
team during his senior year, 1967. 
Collegiate: Played quarterback at 
OU in 1968-69. Transferred to 
Central Oklahoma State Univer- 
sity where he played quarterback 
in 1971, 1972 and 1973. Was 
named to the NAIA all-American 
team in 1973. Was also named 
conference offensive player of the 
year in 1973. Captained Central 
State in 1973. Professional — 
Played minor league football for 
Oklahoma City as a quarterback, 
1974-77. Was named Most Valu- 
able Player of the league in 1977. 
PERSONAL INro—Born Dec. 19, 
1949 in Wewoka, Okla. Graduated 
from Crooked Oak High School in 
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Oklahoma City in 1968 and Cen- 
tral Oklahoma State University 
with a B.S. degree in 1973. Was 
named Outstanding Senior Athlete 
at Central State. Was also listed 
in “Who's Who of American Col- 
leges and Universities.” Has two 
sons. Hobbies: skiing and golf, 
Church: Church of Christ. 


Charley North 
Offensive Line 


Periop aT OKLAHOMA—North 
joined the Oklahoma staff as a 
part time coach on March 16, 
1979, after serving as head coach 
at McAlester, Oklahoma high 
school for three years, 
Resronsipitity — Offensive line. 
Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: Assistant football 
coach, Wagoner, Oklahoma high 
school, 1967-68; assistant coach, 
McAlester, Oklahoma high school, 
1969-71; head coach, Tecumseh, 


Oklahoma high school, 1972-75: 
head coach, McAlester high school, 
1976-78. North won two district 
championships at McAlester and 
during his overall career, took part 
in the state playoffs eight out of 
twelve years. Was president of the 
Oklahoma Coaches Association, 
1975-76. Collegiate: Graduate as- 
sistant coach at Panhandle Ok- 
lahoma State University, 1966. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE - High 
School: Football and basebal] let- 
terman four years at Wagoner, 
Oklahoma high school, 1960-63. 
Was named to the football all state 
team as a senior in 1963. Was also 
chosen to the state American Leg- 
ion all star baseball team. 
Collegiate: Lettered two years in 
football at Eastern State Junior 
College, Wilburton, Okla., 
1963-64; lettered two vears in both 
football and baseball at Panhandle 
Oklahoma State University, 
Goodwell, Okla., 1965-66. Made 
the all conference football team as 
a center-linebacker in 1963, 

PERSONAL INFORMATION — North 
was born in Wagoner, Oklahoma, 
Aug. 15, 1944. He graduated from 
Wagoner high school in 1963. He 
received his B.S. degree from Pan- 
handle Oklahoma State University 
in 1967 and his masters degree 
from East Central Oklahoma State 
University in 1973. Married Sha- 
ron Kay Hamilton, Sept. 12, 1964. 
Has one daughter, Charla Kay, 
born July 5, 1965. Hobby: golf. 
Church: Baptist. 


Jack Baer 
Equipment 
Manager 


Periop at OKLAHOMA — has been 
with Oklahoma longer than any 





4. 


other coach on the staff. He has 
been on the staff for 34 years in 
some capacity. Was Sooner 
baseball coach for 23 years. His 
1951 team won the NCAA champ- 
ionship and he was named coach of 
the year. 

Respronsimitity — kicking coach, 
athletic equipment manager. 

Previous CoACcHING EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
OU football B team coach, fresh- 
man coach, assistant freshman 
coach. Also Sooner baseball coach 
24 years. Service: coached kickers 
1943 for Bunker Hill Naval Air 
Station team, Bunker Hill, Ind. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: 1931-2-3 quarterbacked 
Shawnee, Okla. high school under 
coach Ray LeCrone. Collegiate: 
1935-6-7 quarterbacked Oklahoma 
under coaches Lawrence "Biff" 
Jones and Tom Stidham. Service: 
1943 kicked and played defensive 
halfback for Bunker Hill Naval 
Air Station. 

PERSONAL InFo — born Oct. 29, 
1914 at Shawnee, Okla. Graduated 
1934 Shawnee, Okla. high school. 


—_ 
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Graduated 1940 from Oklahoma 
with B.S. in education. Kappa 
Sigma. Married Mar. 5, 1962 to 
Katherine Wheeler of Tulsa. 
Daughter: Nancy, Sept. 28, 1939. 
Hobby: golf. Nationality: German, 
Scotch-Irish-Cherokee. Church: 
Methodist. 

Service Data — Navy 1943-46. 

MISCELLANEOUS — 1937 all-Big 
Six conference quarterback. Presi- 
dent freshman class 1934 at OU. 
In professional baseball, belonged 
to Boston Red Sox and Boston 
Braves and played with their farm 
clubs. As OU baseball coach, his 
teams won six conference champ- 
ionships and swept the NCAA 
tournament at Omaha 1951. 
NCAA Baseball Coach of the Year 
1951 (first one selected), 1967 
NCAA baseball rules committee. 
NCAA 5th dis- 


trict baseball selection chairman 
1968-69-70. 





Dan Pickett 
Head Trainer 


Periop AT OKLAHOMA — Joined 
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the OU staff as assistant athletic 
trainer, Aug. 1, 1978. Took over 
post on interim basis following 
Ken Rawlinson’s death in March, 
1979. Was promoted to head 
trainer, June 1, 1979. 

Resronsisitity — Head Athletic 
Trainer. 

Previous TRAINING EXPERIENCE 
— Served as trainer for Altus 
High School, 1970-72; served as 
student assistant at OU, 1972-75. 
Also served as head trainer at 
Midwest City high school for one 
year and Berkner high school, 
Richardson, Tex., one year. 

ATHLETIC Experience — High 
School: Played baseball for Altus 
high school, 1970-72, College: 
None. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION — born 
Jan. 5, 1954 in Altus, Oklahoma. 
Graduated from Altus high school, 
1972. Graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma, 1976, with a 
B.S. degree in physical education. 
Married Joan Goth of Bartlesville, 
Okla.. May 15, 1976. Hobbies: 
hunting and fishing. Member of 
the National Athletic Trainers As- 
sociation. Member of the Big Eight 
committee of medical aspects of 
sports. 


ADMINISTRATION 








President 


William Slater 
Banowsky 


Bill Banowsky was elected tenth 
President of the University of Ok- 
lahoma in 1978. 

A native Southwesterner, he has 
deep Oklahoma roots. He is a 
fourth-generation Oklahoman 
through his mother’s family. In 
1892, his maternal great- 
grandfather, William Slater, 
moved the family in covered 
wagon from Ozark, Arkansas, to 
Ssequoyah District of Indian Ter- 
ritory. Dr. Banowsky was named 
after his grandfather, Will W. Sla- 
ter, a Sallisaw minister who 
served Church of Christ congrega- 


tions in Durant, McAlester, Enid, 
Henryetta, Lawton, Muskogee, 
Ada, Ardmore, and Bartlesville. 
Bill’s mother was born in Sallisaw 
where the family holds its reunion 
each year. His aunt, Avis Slater, 
served for 30 years on the 
mathematics faculty at OU. 

Born March 4, 1936, in Abilene, 
Texas, Bill Banowsky grew up in 
Denton and Fort Worth. At age 26 
he was appointed minister of 
Lubbock's great Broadway Church 
of Christ and he served for several 
years on the faculty of Lubbock 
Christian College. He came to the 
University of Oklahoma from Pep- 
perdine University, where he was 
President for 10 years and built 
Pepperdine’s magnificent one 
hundred million dollar campus on 
the ocean at Malibu. 

President Banowsky is chief 
academic and executive officer of 
OU’'s two campuses enrolling a 
total of 25,000 students. The Nor- 
man campus includes 10 colleges. 
The Health Sciences Center at Ok- 
lahoma City has five colleges as 
well as the Tulsa Medical College 
extension. 

Dr. Banowsky holds the B.A. 
degree from Lipscomb College in 
Nashville, the M.A. from the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico, and the 
Ph.D. from the University of 
Southern California. He has done 
post-doctoral study at USC's 
School of Philosophy. Oklahoma 
Christian College conferred upon 
him the honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree. His published works in- 
clude three books, and he is a 
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member of the educational frater- 
nity, Phi Delta Kappa. 

He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Oklahoma State 
Chamber of Commerce, the Ok- 
lahoma Educational Television 
Authority, the Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Foundation, the Harry S. 
Truman Library Institute, Omni- 
plex, Litton Industries, and the 
University of Oklahoma Foun- 
dation. Memberships include the 
Empire Club of Tulsa, the Ok- 
lahoma Heritage Association, the 
Rotary Club, the Norman 
Chamber of Commerce, the Ok- 
lahoma Speech Communication 
Association, the Economic Club of 
Oklahoma, and the Young Presi- 
dents’ Organization of Western 
Oklahoma. 

The Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce named Bill Banowsky one of 
the Outstanding Young Men of 
America, and Time Magazine in- 
cluded him in its list of America’s 
200 top leaders, From the Ameri- 
can Bar Association he received 
the Liberty Bell Award; from the 
Jewish National Council, the Dis- 
tinguished Education Award; and 
from Freedom's Foundation at Val- 
ley Forge, the George Washington 
Medal. He was a leader in the 
White House Conference on Aging 
and served on the National Coun- 
cil on Education Professions De- 
velopment. He led the official in- 
spection team for the United 
States Information Agency into 
Zaire, Africa. 

He and Gay have four sons: 
David, 21; Britton, 19; Bill, Jr., 18: 
and Baxter, 14. 
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Athletic Director 
Wade Walker 


Periop aT OKLAHOMA — Started 
duly 1, L971. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— Collegiate: Freshman coach at 
North Carolina State, Raleigh: as- 
sistant coach Texas Tech: assistant 
coach at Mississippi State 1954 
under head coach Darrell Royal; 
head coach Mississippi State 
1954-1962; Athletic director Mis- 
sissipp! State 1959-66. 

PLayING Experience — High 
School: 4 vears as tackle at Gas- 
tonia, N.C. High School, 1940- 
41-42-43. Collegiate: 4 vears 
tackle at Oklahoma, 
1946-47-48-49. All-American in 
1949; All Big Six in “46 and ‘47 
and All Big Seven in 1948 and ‘49. 
Co-Captain at OU in 1947 and ‘48. 

PERSONAL INro — Born Nov. 29, 
1925 at Gastonia, N.C. Graduated 
from Gastonia High School, 1944. 
Graduated from University of Ok- 


lahoma, with B.S. in Physical 
Education 1951. Married to Jean 
Herman, Conover, N.C. They have 
five children: Carol, Ronnie, Gary, 
Virginia Ann and Winn. Church: 
Deacon in the Presbyterian 
Church; Hobbies: Golf, fishing and 
hunting. 

SERVICE — Served in the Navy 
and played tackle on the Jackson- 
ville, Fla. Naval Air Station foot- 
ball team in 1944, 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS — 
Member of the all-time, all-Sugar 
Bowl team, following his appear- 
ance as a tackle for Oklahoma in 
the 1949 Sugar Bowl when Soon- 
ers defeated North Carolina, 14-6. 
Played tackle in the first annual 
Senior Bow] football game. Won 
the first annual Football Coaches 
Association golf tournament in 
Bella Vista, Ark. in 1965, shooting 
a 36-hole score of 162, Walker fin- 
ished six strokes ahead of second- 
place winner, Doug Dickey of Ten- 
nessee. 

Since he became athletic direc- 
tor at Oklahoma in 1971, the Bud 
Wilkinson athletic complex has 
been completed, the Sooners’ ath- 
letic dormitory cafeteria has been 
remodeled, OU’s track team is 
competing on a new tartan-sur- 
faced outdoor track, the 
10,871-seat Lloyd Noble Center 
was completed in 1975 and expan- 
sion of OU's football stadium to 
seat 71,154 was finished in time 
for Oklahoma’s opener Sept. 13, 
1975. 


Associate Director 


Ken Farris 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA — Business 
manager of athletics since May 1, 
1950. On July 1, 1963, he was 





Ken Farris 


named assistant athletic director, 
on March 1, 1964, associate athle- 
tic director. Served as assistant di- 
rector of OU Physical Plant 
1946-50. 

RESPONSIBILITY — Preparing the 
athletic department budget, execu- 
tion of all departmental contracts 
(events, radio, television and use 
of facilities), publishing and circu- 
lation of athletic programs, foot- 
ball team travel arrangements, 
scheduling officer for all men’s 
events and managing all special 
events. 

ATHLETIC EXPERIENCE — High 
School: lettered in track and bas- 
ketball at Muskogee, Okla. Cen- 
tral high school 1937-38. 
Collegiate: 2 years track at Ok- 
lahoma under Coach John Jacobs. 
Big Six conference broad jump in- 
door champion and record-holder 
1942, Big Six outdoor broad jump 
champion 1942-43. 

PERSONAL Inro — Born July 31, 
1920, at Muskogee, Okla. 
Graduated 1938 from Muskogee 
Central high school. Graduated 
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1943 with B.S. in business man- 
agement from Oklahoma. Married 
Sept. 2, 1940, to Juanita M. Suhre 
of Muskogee. Children: Linda Sue, 
Kenneth Jr., and Donald. Church: 
First Baptist. Superintendent, 
Sunday School teacher and deacon 
for over two decades. 

Service Data — U.S. Marine 
Corps 1943-46. Captain in Marine 
Reserve (retired). 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS — Helms 
Foundation College Athletic Busi- 
ness Managers Hall of Fame 1970. 
Named first annual College 
Athletic Business Manager of the 
Year in 1967 by College Athletic 
Business Managers Association. 
President 1957 of College Athletic 
Business Managers Association. 

Established University of 
Oklahoma’s System of Inventory 
Control 1948. 

Organized athletic department's 
concessions department 1953, 
Supervised arrangements for 16 
Oklahoma bowl trips, Sugar 1951, 
twice in 1972 (Jan. 1 and Dee, 31), 
Orange 1954-56-58-59-63-68-76- 
78-79, Gator 1965, Astro- 
Bluebonnet Bowl 1968-70 and 
Fiesta Bowl 1976. 

Commended May 1963 by Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma athletic coun- 
cil for outstanding achievement as 
Business Manager of Athletics. 

Commended October 1963 by 
Big Eight conference for excellent 
work performed in compiling the 
“Big Eight Business Managers 
Manual & Guide.” 

Presented the Athletic Council 
Merit Award in recognition of out- 
standing achievement in 1977. 


Leon Cross 
Assistant Director 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA—serving his 
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Leon Cross 


13th year after a three-year stint 
at West Point. 

RESPONSIBILITY — Administrates 
fund raising programs and pro- 
jects. Serves as liaison between 
booster clubs and the athletic de- 
partment, 

Previous CoAcninGc EXPERIENCE 
— High School: none. Collegiate: 
1963 freshman coach at Okla- 
homa. 1964-65 plebe defense coach 
at Army, 1966 defensive line coach 
at Army: served as defensive line 
coach and recruiting co-ordinator 
at OU for coaches Jim McKenzie 
and Chuck Fairbanks, 1967-71. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE—High 
School: 1954-55-56 at Hobbs, 
N.M. as a guard. Collegiate: 
1960-61-62 at Oklahoma as a 
guard under Coach Bud Wilkin- 
son, 

PERSONAL INro—born June 6, 
1939, at Whitesboro, Tex. Grad- 
uated from Hobbs, N.M. high 
school in 1956 and from Univerity 
of Oklahoma in 1962. Single. 
Church: Baptist. 


Service Data—Army, 1964- 
65-66. 

MISCELLANEOUS — Named to 
Football Writers All-American 
team at guard in 1962, Played in 
1963 Orange Bowl. Voted Big 
Eight’s outstanding lineman by 
United Press International in 
1962. Missed two seasons at OU 
because of injury. He came back 
and played three full years, earn- 
ing the nickname “Old Rugged 
Cross” from his teammates. Be- 
came assistant athletic director in 
1971. Assisted in the organization 
and execution of the Stadium Ex- 
pansion Program and the Athletic 
Scholarship Donor Program. 





Don Jimerson 
Assistant Director 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA — began 
Feb. 6, 1967. Came from Lawton 
high school, where he was head 
coach. 

RESPONSIBILITY — Guidance 
counselor for all sports, 1977. 

Previous COACHING EXPERIENCE 
— High Sehool: 1957-58- 


59-60-61-62-63 assistant coach at 
Lawton, Okla., under Coach Bob 
Bodenhamer. 1964-65-66 head 
football coach at Lawton. 
Collegiate: none. 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE — High 
School: 1950-51-52 at El Reno, 
Okla., high school as offensive end 
and defensive halfback for Coach 
Bob Bodenhamer. Earned 3 letters 
in football, 3 in basketball, 3 in 
baseball and 3 in track at E) Reno. 
Collegiate: 1953-1954 Cameron, 
Okla., Junior College as end under 
Coach Jess Thompson, 1956-57 
Central State College, Okla., as 
end under Coach Dale Hamilton. 

PersoNAL Into — born March 
15, 1935 at Lincoln, Neb. 
Graduated 1953 from El Reno, 
Okla. high school. Graduated 1957 
from Central State University 
(Okla.) with B.S, in education. 
Graduated 1964 from Oklahoma 
State with M.S. in student and 
personnel counseling. Married 
July 29, 1955 to Patty Jean Choice 
of El] Reno. Children: Jeff, born 
Feb. 12, 1957; Jay, born June 2, 
1958; Jody, born March 2, 1960, 
and Jere, born Jan. 23, 1962. Hob- 
bies: hunting and fishing. Church: 
Baptist. 

MisceLLANEous — Don Jimerson 
is one of the most highly respected 
men in his profession, That respect 
is backed up with an enviable 
eoaching record. His freshman 
teams at Oklahoma finished with 
undefeated 4-0 records in three of 
the seven years he coached them. 
From 1967 through 1973 his 
freshman teams racked up a 22-6 
mark. 

Jimerson’s junior-varsity played 
only one game in 1974 before can- 
celling the remainder of the 
schedule, but his 1975 junior- 
varsity team was all-victorious. 
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In the 1976 season, Don took 
over the coaching of OU's receiv- 
ers. The biggest game of the year 
for the receivers came in the Ne- 
braska contest. Freshman Steve 
Rhodes caught two passes in the 
closing moments to pull the Soon- 
ers from behind to knock off the 
Cornhuskers, 20-17. 

Don is active in the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes on the OU 
campus and was the recipient of 
the 1975 University of Oklahoma 
Professional Employees Outstand- 
ing Achievement Award. 





a 


Robert E. Smith 
Assistant Director 


PERIOD AT OKLAHOMA—began Jan, 
1, 1971. Named assistant athletic 
director July 1, 1977. 

RESPONSIBILITY — Personnel, 
plant management, purchasing. 

ATHLETIC EXpERIENCE—High 
School: Lettered im football 1963, 
1964, 1965; basketball 1963, 1964: 
track 1965 at Cherokee, Okla., 
high school. 

PERSONAL INFo—born Jan. 16, 


66 — ORANGE BOWL SPECIAL 


1948, at Hardtner, Kan, 
Graduated 1966 Cherokee, Okla., 
high school. Received BBA Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma Dec., 1970. 
Married Jeanette Richards of 
Cherokee Dec. 23, 1967. Children: 
Sheridyn, Born Aug. 23, 1971, and 
Sabreana, Nov. 13, 1974. Church: 
McFarlin Memorial Methodist. 
MIsceELLANEOUs—Captain, Cher- 
okee high school football team, 
1965. All-District in football, 1965. 
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Daniel G. Gibbens 
Faculty Athletics 
representative 


Periop at OKLAHOMA—Started 
January, 1976, as Oklahoma's fa- 
culty athletics representative. 
Member of University law faculty 
since 1962. Professor of law. 

Responsisitiry—Oklahoma’s 
faculty representative to the Big 
Eight Conference, College Football 
Association and NCAA. 

Persona. Inro—Born Mar. 4, 
1933, in Oklahoma City. Grad- 
uated 1950 from Oklahoma City 


Classen high school. Graduated 
with B.A. in History, Yale, 1954; 
J.D, Oklahoma, 1959: LL.M, Col- 
umbia 1965. Married June 19, 
1954, to Carol Pemberton. Chil- 
dren: Michael James, born May 
11, 1956; Robert Murphy, Oct. 31, 
1958. Law clerk to Chief Judge A. 
P. Murrah, U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Tenth Circuit in 1959-60. 
Practiced with Oklahoma City law 
firm, Fuller, Smith, Mosburg & 
Davis.in 1960-62, partner in 1962. 
Member of American, Oklahoma 
and Cleveland County (president 
1975-76) Bar Associations, Order 
of Coif, Phi Gamma Delta Social 
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Fraternity, Served as editor-in- 
chief of the Oklahoma Law Review 
in 1958-59, Hobbies: Tennis and 
fishing. Church: St. Michael's 
Episcopal. 

SERVICE Data—Active duty in 
Navy 1954-1956. 

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS — Repor- 
ter, ABA Standards for Criminal 
Justice: Discovery and Procedure 
Before Trial (Approved Draft, 
1970). 

Editor, photocopy teaching mat- 
erials: Cases and Materials on Ok- 
lahoma Criminal Procedure (1970, 
1973, 1978); Vol. Il (The Adjudica- 
tion Process) (1974, 1976, 1979). 


THE MAN. Billy Sims on the loose. Nothing more need be said. 
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Staff & 


Football Office 
AC 405/325-2345 


Athletic Director—Wade Walker. 

Associate Athletic Director — Ken 
Farris. 

Assistant Athletic Director — Port 
Robertson. 

Assistant Athletic Director — 
Leon Cross. 

Assistant Athletic Director — Don 
Jimerson. 

Assistant Athletic Director — 
Robert Smith. 

Team Physician — Dr. Don F. 
Robinson. 

Assistant to Athletic Director — 
Mrs. Lynn McCarty. 

Administrative Secretary — Mrs. 
Sharon Beery. 

Secretary — Mrs. Cecilia McEwen. 

Coach Barry Switzer’s Secretary — 
Ms. Kay Day. 

Coaches’ Secretary — Mrs. Martha 
Cornelison, 

Recruiting Co-ordinator — Mrs. 
Shirley Ann Vaughan. 

Chief Clerk — Mrs. Kay Hopkins. 


Business Office 
AC 405/325-2426 
Associate Director and Business 
Manager of Athletics — Ken 
Farris. 


Assistant Athletic Director — 
Robert Smith. 

Assistant Business Manager — 
Gene Hopkins. 

Ticket Manager 
Cherry. 

Assistant Ticket Manager — An- 
thony B. Harris. 


John OD. 
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Phones 


Concessions Manager — Charles 
Power. 

Administrative Secretary — Mrs. 
Lucile Todd. 


Accountant — Mrs. Willie Lee 
Stapp. 

Senior Account Clerk — Mrs. 
Kathy Spitz. 

Secretary — Mrs. Tony Argo. 

Senior Receptionist — Mrs. 
Madeline Gudgel. 

Senior Clerk — Mrs. Doris 
Thrower. 

Clerk-Typist — Mrs. Melody 
Thrower. 


Senior Clerk — Mrs. Linda Redd- 
out, 


Chief Clerk — Mrs. Marce Peters. 


Sports Information 


Office 
AC 405/325-3751 


Sports Information Director — 
Mike Treps. 


Sports Information Assistant — 
Mrs. Addie Lee Barker. 


Assistant Sports Publicists — 
Travis Lawrence and Debbie 
Copp. 


Equipment & Grounds 
AC 405/925-4151 


Equipment Manager—Jack Baer. 

Equipment Assistant—Fred Ball, 

Athletic Maintenance Supervisor 
— Jerry Johnson. 

Asst, Athletic Maintenance Super- 
visor — Don Hatcher. 


Grounds Maintenance — Garland 
Fore. 


THE OPPOSITION 





TEAM STATISTICS 
TOTAL POINTS 
Points Per Game 
TD/Run-Pass-Rtn 
PAT Kick 

PAT Run or Pass 
Field Goals 

Safety 

FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 

Passing 

Penalty 

3rd On Consistency 
3rd On Att/Cony 
TOTAL YARDAGE 
Yds. Per Game 

Ball Contro! Plays 
Yds. Per Play 

%> Plays Rush-Pass 
%> Yds. Rush-Pass 
AUSHING YARDAGE 
Yds, Per Game 
Gained 

Lost 

Rushing Plays 

Yds. Per Play 
PASSING YARDAGE 
Yds. Per Game 
Att-Completions 

%> Completed 

Yds. Per Attempt 
Yds. Per Completion 
INTERCEPTIONS BY 
Yds. Rind/TD 


FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 
1979 Football Statistics 


FSU 
319 
29.0 
16-18-5 
30-31 
3-8 
15-24 
é 

221 
105 
104 
12 
36.9 
167/65 
4075 
370.4 
855 
477 
60/40 
46/54 
1661 
169.1 
213? 
276 
515 
3.61 
2214 
201.2 
40/174 
31,1 
6.51 
Te? 
23 
3001 


FOE 
136 
12.4 
13-5-0 
12-13 
2-9 
4-10 
0 

195 
69 

26 

10 
20.3 
162/41 
2669 
242.6 
715 
3.70 
63/37 
49/51 
1304 
118.5 
1786 
482 
446 
2.91 
1965 
124.0 
267/91 
34.0 
5.11 
15.0 
17 
2909/0 


(11-0, Home 5-0, Away 5-0, Neutral 1-0) 


PUNTS 66 86 

Yds. Punted 2622 3320 

Yds. Per Punt 39.7 37.7 
Blocked 0 4 

PUNT RETURNS a7 18 

Yds. Rtnd/TD 362/4 129/0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 21 33 

Yds. Rind/TD 218/0 595-0 
PENALTY 63 438 

Yards 593 434 
FUMBLES-LOST 17-8 45-15 
RESULTS AND SCHEDULE FSU FOE ATTD. 
50. Mississippi (H) 17 14 (45,467) 
Arizona State (N) 3106 3)s(33,484) 
Miami (H) 40 23 (47,679) 
Virginia Tech (A) 17 10 (39,200) 
Louisville (A) 27 60) (27,306) 
Mississippi State (H) lf 6 (48,701) 
LSU (A) 24 19 (67,197) 
Cincinnati (A) 26 21 (14,539) 
South Carolina (H) 27 7 (49,490) 
Memphis State (H) 66 17 (48,021) 
Florida (A) ef 16 (58,263) 
SCORE 

State 50 110 5S? 102—319 
Foes 17 48 23 48—136 


FUMBLES RECOVERED — Bonasorte (3), Sim- 
mons (2), Richardson (2), Herring (2), Macek (1), 
Warren (1), Ga. Futch (1), McLean (1), Hunter 
(1), Jones (1) 
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Rushing 
Lyles 
Whiting 
Ramsey 
Cherry 
Kennedy 
Burney 

R. Williams 
Woodham 
McKinnon 
Burnett 
Wallace 
Platt 
Jordan 


Receiving 
Flowers 
Lyles 

King 
Whiting 
Har. Johnson 
P. Williams 
Platt 

R. Williams 
Childers 
Kennedy 
McKinnon 
Cherry 
Ramsey 
Unglaub 
Keck 

T. Johnson 
Mowatt 


RETURNS 
Whiting 
Har. Johnson 
Henry 
Burney 

K. Jones 
Bonasorte 
Butler 
Richardson 
McKinnon 
Warren 
Gilbert 
Hunter 
Carter 
Piurowski 
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Gain 
1019 
537 
181 
131 
51 
41 
80 
49 
10 


Kickoff 
10-164-0 
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PUNTING No. 
Stark 66 


SCORING 


Cappelen 
Lyles 
Flowers 
Ramsey 
Har. Johnson 
Childers 
Henry 

Platt 
Whiting 
King 

R. Williams 
Butler 
Piurowski 
Burney 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Capece 
Jordan 
stockstill 





Yards Avg. 
2622 39,7 


TO 
A-P-RTN 
0-0-0 
8-1-0 


SS = 
i T i 1 i ii 


oe ee Fl 


4 


i 
ooo oe $B] 900 COOa nooo 


ee 


i 


LG 
60 


FGM-A 


14-22 
0-0 


oon oocoO eo ea ooo oO ea & 


p 


i i 


A i i i i i i 


coon ocoaanocoa cea ooo & 


% - ’ in s a =a " 


—— 


—_—_ 


=—_nooocoaoaot oa coaoTi a— 


coon naa oa om ho 


NO GAIN. Richard Turner (96) stops Texas ball carrier for no gain. Turner was a 
key contributor to OU defense, playing both nose guard and tackle at different 
times during the season. 
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Bowl Team Records 
Most points — 48 against Duke 1958 
Rushing, most yards — 439 against Auburn 1971 
Passing, most yards — 294 against Southern Methodist 1968 
Punt runbacks, most yards — 125 against Duke 1958 
Intercepted passes, most yards — 167 against Duke 19558 
Penalties, most vards — 165 against Duke 1955 
Most intercepted passes — 5 against Wyoming in Fiesta Bowl 1976 
Most fumbles lost — 5 to Kentucky 1951 and to Penn State 1972. 


Bowl Individual Records 

Most points, one game — 18 by Eddy Davis against North Carolina 
State in 1947 and by Jack Mildren against Auburn 1971. 

Most yards rushing, one game — 170 by Leon Heath against 
Louisiana State 1950. 

Most yards rushing, career — 347 by Leon Heath 1949-50-51 (carried 
47 times for 7.3 average! 

Longest rush — 86 by Leon Heath against Louisiana State 1950 

Highest rushing average, one game — 157 net vards by Prentice 
CGautt, against Syracuse 1959. (Bill Brooks one carry 39 yards, against 
Michigan 1976 Orange Bow! 

Most total offense, one game — 1 85 by Bob Warmack against Tennes- 
see 1968 (41 rushing, 107 passing! 

Most vards kickoff runbacks — 95 by 4 runbacks by Joe Don Looney 
against Alabama 1963 

Most passes completed — 10 by Mickey Ripley against Southen 
Methodist 1968. 

Best passing percentage — 4 of 4 by Gene Calame against Maryland 
1954. 

Most yards by thrown passes — 153 by Mickey Ripley against South- 
ern Methodist 1968. 

Most yards received passes — 165 by Ben Hart against Florida State 
1965. 

Longest pass gain — 95, Ron Fletcher to Ben Hart against Florida 
State 1965, 

Longest pass interception runback — 94 by David Baker against 
Duke 1958 

Longest punt — 69 yards by Clendon Thomas against Duke 1958. 

Longest punt runback — 71 by Joe Wylie against Penn State 1971. 

Most passes intercepted — 2 by Buddy Jones again: t Louisiana State 
1950, Rodney Crosswhite against Florida State 1965, Jo» Pearce against 
Southern Methodist 1968, Scott Hill against Michigan 1976, Terry Peters 
against Wyoming 1976 

Most punts — 13 by Hugh McCullough against Tennessee 1939 (he had 
three more recalled by penalty) 

Fewest punts — 0 by Sooners against Wyoming in 1976 Fiesta Bowl 
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INTERCEPTION. Free safety Darrol Ray picks off a Texas pass. Ray had four 
interceptions during the season, giving him a career total of 13, ranking him 
fourth on the all-time OU career list in that category. 
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NOT SO FAST. Keith Gary, Associated Press defensive newcomer of the year in 
the Big Eight, bears down on Nebraska quarterback Jeff Quinn. Gary has been 
called the most physical defensive lineman since Lee Roy Selmon. 
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